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ACCCording to the President
Al McCloud

2017 ACCC BOARD
MEMBERS

Greetings fellow ACCC members,
It is with great sadness that we have been informed of the passing of another
Corvette acquaintance, a previous club member, and one of the founding members back in 1987 – Saundra Faye Thompson. We all knew her as Sandy. She
was a go-getter, an excellent event planner, and she still loved doing things
with her Corvette family, formally or informally. I last saw Sandy at National
Night Out in Stafford this year and she was pretty much the way we knew
her. She will be missed. (See Joan Yaros’ tribute in this newsletter, and the
minutes for how we discussed honoring her. You have also received my email.
Contributions are coming in and I thank those that have sent donations. I will
keep you advised.)
As we move into the cold months, it is time to turn the heater on in the garage
and keep those Corvette babies warm. Hopefully we will have another mild
winter and we’ll still be able to get them out occasionally. Nothing much
planned for the rest of November and December. The monthly meeting was
held on November 21st and the Christmas Party is on December 3rd.
th

Toys for Tots will be held on December 9 . Steve Argubright is heading this
up and he has been aggressively keeping you informed of the event. I encourage you to give Steve the support he needs to put ACCC on the map with this
event. If unable to attend, at least bring a new unwrapped toy to the Christmas Party, no stuffed animals please. (See Steve’s article in the newsletter
and buy those toys!)
On November 21 we had our annual election. Your officers for the upcoming
year of 2018 will be the same as last year:
President: Al McCloud
Vice President: Bud Donner
Treasurer: Dottie Shadbar
Secretary: Lee Morton
Membership Governor: Marie Sizemore
Newsletter: Pete Rutledge
Past President: Skip Sizemore
Since the Sunshine Person is not an elected position, Nan Wehmeyer volunteered and I appointed her to handle these caring events. I still asked the
membership for their approval, and got it, at the November meeting. Please
keep Nan informed of any situation where the club can give our members our
thoughtfulness in their time of need or sympathy if required. Her email address is Nancy.Wehmeyer@comcast.net and her phone number is: 703-9466310.
See you at the Christmas Party and have a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Al McCloud

President
Al McCloud
yankeeal@verizon.net

Vice President
Bud Donner
buddonner@msn.com

Treasurer
Dottie Shadbar
dvs82760@aol.com

Secretary
Lee Morton
penn82@aol.com

Newsletter
Pete Rutledge
prutledge3@verizon.net

Membership
Marie Sizemore
bugbent@aol.com

Past President
Skip Sizemore
bugbent@aol.com

Sunshine Person
Nan Wehmeyer

All Corvettes are Red
Nancy.Wehmeyer@comcast.net
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November 21, 2017, ACCC Business Meeting Minutes
President Al McCloud called the meeting to order at 7:38PM. Al started by recognizing our recently passed
former member, Sandy Thompson. Bud Donner then read comments about Sandy, prepared by Joan Yaros.
Al then called for a moment of silence. Sandy had also served as a member of the Corvette Club of Richmond
and the Battlefield Corvette Club. Dave Shadbar motioned to accept the minutes from the October newsletter. Seconded by Jerry Mackling. Motion carried.
Officer Reports
Treasurer. Dottie Shadbar reported that our account is in good standing with no outstanding bills. She also
reported that the Club bill for the PO box is due. The 2007 state tax return that was outstanding has been
filed. Our taxes are now up to date.
Vice President. Bud Donner announced that the Christmas Party on Dec 3 would take the place of both the
breakfast and the monthly business meeting. More info on the Christmas party is in the newsletter (page 9).
Steve Argubright was not present, but the information on the Toys for Tots run to the National Marine
Corps Museum is also in this newsletter (page 14).
NCM Ambassador. Bud discussed the upcoming meeting at the NCM for ambassadors. He will not be attending. Bud discussed contributing to a brick for Sandy Thompson. Prices range between $100 - $600.
Membership. Marie Sizemore reported that we have 46 members. It is also time for membership renewals.
Newsletter. Pete Rutledge announced the newsletter would be out on the last day of the month.
Past President. Nothing to report.
Old Business
Bud and Al discussed the Hickory Bridge run. It was a great day for driving (it rained) and the food was
good.
New Business
Al announced that he discussed being the Sunshine Lady with Nan Wehmeyer, and Nan agreed. If you know
someone who is sick or hospitalized or with an ailing close relative, or a death in the family, please let Nan
know. Dave Shadbar motioned to accept Nan in this position, seconded by John Horvath. Motion carried.
The Club discussed a National Corvette Museum brick for Sandy Thompson. After much discussion, members
agreed to order the $200 brick for Sandy and raise money from member donations. John Horvath made a
motion to get the $600 brick for Sandy, based on her years of dedicated service. The motion did not pass.
It will be the $200 brick.
Al McCloud discussed the election for the 2018 Board Members, but at this time we have no new nominees
for the ballot. Therefore the current Board members served as the ballot, and were voted in to serve again
for 2018.
Dave Shadbar recommended that next year the November meeting be moved up earlier in the month so that
it takes place a week prior to Thanksgiving. This will avoid the heavy Christmas season highway traffic.
Members agreed.
Al read the November Anniversaries and Birthdays. Margret McCloud won the 50/50.
Dave Shadbar motioned to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by John Horvath. Motion carried. The meeting
adjourned at 8:21PM.

Lee
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Aquia Creek Corvette Club
P.O. Box 986
Stafford, VA 22553
Website: www.accclub.org/web
Email: aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com

AQUIA CREEK CORVETTE CLUB
The purpose of this organization shall be to provide educational needs for those with Corvettes, and
for the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of all Corvettes.

THIS ISSUE BRINGS OUR 30TH YEAR TO A SUCCESSFUL CLOSE
Aquia Creek Corvette Club (ACCC) was formed in September 1987 by a group of die-hard Corvette
enthusiasts from Aquia Harbor in Stafford, VA. The name was selected reflecting the Club's geographic and historical origins in the Old Dominion. Through hard work and commitment, ACCC has enjoyed constant growth and now boasts 54 members representing nearly 70 Corvettes, from a 1953 to
2017. ACCC membership consists primarily of Stafford County residents, but has members from
Prince William, Fairfax, Fauquier, Spotsylvania, Orange, Culpeper, Loudon, Louisa counties, and two in
Florida. Since September 8th, 2014, the ACCC Facebook Group has been limited to ACCC members
only, except for a few that were already group members.
Also Find Us On

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/437699356306459/

https://acccphotos.shutterfly.com/

Aquia Creek Corvette Club is sponsored by

3670 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Fredericksburg, VA 22408
Phone:
Cars: 888-686-1096
Service: 888-720-6236
Page 4

The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - December 2017

ACCCording to the Vice President & ACC EVENTS
Bud Donner
ACCCording to the Vice President

Looking Ahead

We won’t have our usual breakfast on
the first Saturday this month, and
there will be no monthly club meeting,
either – the Christmas Party on the
first Sunday, Dec. 3, will replace them
both. In January we will resume our
usual schedule

Jan 6, 2018 - Monthly Breakfast, 9
AM, at Great American Buffet,
1780 Carl D Silver Pkwy, Fredericksburg

Bud

ACCC Events Calendar – December
Dec 3 – ACCC Christmas Party, 4-8 PM,
Park Lane Tavern, Spotsylvania Towne
Center, 1 Towne Centre Blvd., Fredericksburg – Buffet dinner and gift
(around $25) exchange.
Dec 9 – Toys For Tots – meet at the
Globe and Laurel Restaurant, Rte.1 Stafford at 11:00 for the short drive to the
Marine Corps Museum to deliver the
toys – let’s be generous and give some
needy kids a Merry Christmas. This will
also be a good opportunity for us to enjoy lunch at Tun Tavern in the Museum.
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Jan 16, 2018 – ACCC Monthly Meeting, Aquia Harbour Inn, 7:30 PM
Jan 24 – 29, 2018 - Daytona Rolex
24. This NCM trip is sold out, wait
list contact is:
Karen@corvettemuseum.org, phone
(270) 467-8804
Nov 9-10, 2018 - Corvette Racing
Weekend @ Hershey, PA
Aug 28-31, 2019 – National Corvette Caravan – this is the biggest
and most important event on the
Corvette calendar – twenty-nine
caravans from all corners of the US
and Canada will meet up at the National Corvette Museum in Bowling
Green, KY. Our caravan (Carolinas
and Virginia) will meet in the Charlotte-Concord area around Aug 23
for three days of fun before the
two-day caravan to Bowling Green details will be posted on the Caravan website in 2018.
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NCM AMBASSADOR NEWS – DECEMBER 2017

The Museum has posted most of its 2018 schedule of events on the website . There are some very
special ones and if any of them appeal to you, please see the detailed descriptions at corvettemuseum.org. There’s not enough room here to go into anything but the event titles - here’s a list for the
first six months:
April 3-7 – MIM (Museum in Motion) Plantation Tour, New Orleans
April 26-28 – NCM Bash at the Museum – one of the biggest events of the year
April 29-May 2 – MIM Dragon Run at the Biltmore Estate, Asheville, NC
May 17-19 – 2018 C4 Gathering at the Museum
May 20-24 – MIM Springtime in Wisconsin Dells
June 6-10 – MIM Branson Experience (Sold Out – wait list available)
June 8-19 – 2018 NCM LeMans Tour, France
June 16-17 – LeMans Weekend at the Museum – (Limited space)
There was an interesting article in the NCOA newsletter. A C5 belonging to Mark Blackwell from
Jacksonville, FL has accumulated 773,338 miles on the original engine! (It did need a head gasket
about 20,000 miles ago.) Mark bought the 2000 Corvette brand new in 1999 and it’s his daily driver;
he commutes to Georgia and south Florida for work. That’s an average of over 100 miles per day for
18 years. Mark recently donated his C5 to the National Corvette Museum.
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bud

buddonner@msn.com

www.corvettemuseum.org

Bud
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Hello ACCC Members,
It is still that time of the year (membership renewal). If you haven’t renewed yet, it’s never too
late to reinstate your membership in the ACCC—we
want you back. You should have received a membership renewal form (at a recent meeting or in the
mail). Please make any changes/updates (address,
phone numbers, Corvettes owned, etc.) and return
the form and your check made out to ACCC to me

as soon as possible.
I hope to see you at the next meeting.

Marie
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ACCC Participated in
Fourth Annual Hickory Bridge Farm lunch, Orrtanna, PA
November 5, 2017
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ACCC Christmas Party

4:30-8:30 PM

Note new times!

PLEASE NOTE:
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—In Memoriam—
Saundra Faye Thompson
Jan. 24, 1948—Nov. 10, 2017
My Thoughts About Sandy
By Joan Yaros

[At Al McCloud’s request, Joan wrote the following tribute to Sandy, which was read aloud by Bud Donner at the November meeting.]
Sandy was a wild-child baby boomer who loved Corvettes, especially her beautiful blue 1970. She had a passion for
planning events and cruises to places of interest. In 1987, Sandy and her husband, Larry, were two of the founding
members of ACCC. Although my husband and I had Corvettes in the 1980's and 1990's, we were members of NVCC
and not Aquia. But we always enjoyed joining with ACCC for their annual Corvettes at Carlisle weekend bashes in the
1990's and in the seafood cruises to Popes Creek. These two events were widely known and very well attended. As
always, Sandy made sure to invite every club and everyone in the Corvette community. I met Sandy back then at
these events but did not really know her very well. Sandy was busy doing what she loved to do and I was busy with my
young daughter, Jessica.
I reconnected with Sandy about 7 or 8 years ago at a couple of Battlefield events. Not exactly the same spit-fire
energetic person I remembered, but then time changes us all.
Not only was Sandy instrumental in the early years of ACCC, but she contributed to events that helped the growth of
the Corvette Club of Richmond. She also spent a couple of years as a member of Battlefield Corvette Club. Soon after Sandy attended ACCC's 25th Anniversary picnic in 2012, she rejoined us and then served with Lou Patch for a
couple of years. Few people really took the time to get to know and understand Sandy and that is very sad. Yes, she
was hard-headed and it was difficult to get in a few words with her! Life had left Sandy alone with medical and emotional issues. She really did not have an extended family, like most of us, so it was her Corvette family that she held
close. Her beloved 1970 Corvette was down for the count and, as it turned out, she would never get to drive it again.
Sandy was intelligent, funny, had a soft heart underneath her somewhat brash exterior. She was hurt easily by others, loved her kitty, and could talk endlessly about Oklahoma and Texas. I am so glad that Sandy had the opportunity
to visit her home states in 2016 on our Route 66 trip with Battlefield. Most of all, Sandy loved planning and getting
people together for an event or trip. She was one of the few people I know who would call you and then send a genuine note of thanks if you did something kind for her.
Next April when we gather for ACCC's Captain Billy's cruise, remember Sandy and what was started so many years
ago. I still have an invitation to the seafood cruise I attended in 1998. I will never forget it. Yes, it was that memorable!
A bright light has extinguished in the 30th year of ACCC. Sandy deserves to have a brick at the Corvette Museum as
a founding member of ACCC, as well as for her contributions to ACCC and other local Clubs. In my opinion, ACCC
should at least contribute towards a brick for her.
Sandy was my friend and I will miss her very much. So please be kind enough to take a few moments of your time now
to remember Sandy.
Rest in Peace,
Joan
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—In Memoriam—
Saundra Faye Thompson
Jan. 24, 1948—Nov. 10, 2017

ACCC is soliciting donations from its members to buy a
brick at the National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green,
KY, in memory of Sandy.
Bricks come in different sizes, accommodate
different length inscriptions, and cost different
amounts including $100, $200, and $600 each.
Our intention is to solicit donations and, depending on
the amount raised, to purchase a suitable
memorial brick in Sandy’s name.
Recognizing that Sandy was a founding member of our
club and contributed much to its success over the years,
please be generous and send a donation to:
Al McCloud
16061 Kings Mountain Rd.
Woodbridge, VA 22191

[kindly make your check out to: Al McCloud]
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1963 was the first year of the 2nd generation or C2
Corvette. The impact the automobile had on the
American motoring public in its first decade was
monumental. Now, General Motors' Chevrolet Division unveiled a significantly redesigned
model...known as the “Sting Ray.”
The chassis was new, with independent rear suspension replacing solid axles. The body was lighter,
tighter, lower, trimmer, shorter (wheel base was
trimmed from 102 to 98 inches), more comfortable,
with a lower center of gravity, and (ed: some say)
more stylish than its predecessors.
And, for the first time, it was available in both convertible and in a fastback coupe model with hardtop roof.
A small center wind bar on the tapered roof carried on through to the back creating the model's unique "split
window.” This split window feature lasted only one year because company officials felt it hampered rear visibility, but it made the 1963 the favorite Sting Ray model among Corvette collectors.
The previous X-frame chassis was replaced by a ladder-type frame with five cross-members to improve chassis strength and rigidity. The new independent rear suspension meant better traction and handling and the
shortened wheelbase enabled easier steering and maneuverability.
Engine size remained at 327 cubic inches with ratings of 300, 340, and 360 horsepower, the latter tied to an
optional fuel injection system. A three-speed manual transmission was standard with a Powerglide automatic
and a four-speed as options. The four-speed option was preferred by most drivers and over 17,500 were ordered.
Concealed headlights, offered for the first time, enhanced the lines of the softly-pointed new front end when not
in use. Other options included backup lights, air conditioning, leather seats, power brakes, power steering, AM
-FM radio, and adjusting mechanisms for the seat bottoms. "Knock-off" cast aluminum wheels were to be another option but were withdrawn when they were found to have casting problems. Wheel trim first carried twobar and, later, three-bar spinners.
Inside, the redesigned chassis allowed passengers to ride comfortably inside the frame, rather than on top of it.
The cockpit featured a "twin cowl" design that provided for a roomy glove compartment on the passenger side
and all necessary dials and gauges were neatly displayed directly in front of the driver.
Acceptance of the two-model lineup was immediate and overwhelming. Demand exceeded supply. A total of
10,919 convertibles and 10,594 coupes were turned out, with many buyers waiting months for delivery. Annual
production grew by 50 percent, surpassing 21,500 units...another milestone for Corvette.
In competitive racing circles, Corvette temporarily lost its SCCA edge to the Ford-powered, Carroll Shelbydeveloped Cobra, thanks to the latter's higher power-to-weight ratio. But, the Corvette Grand Sport recorded its
first victory at Watkins Glen that summer and in the fall, a trio specially-prepared Grand Sports handily beat the
Cobras in a series of races in Nassau.
Oscar Winning Pictures:


"Tom Jones," "America, America," "Cleopatra", "How the West Was Won," "Lilies of the Field"

President/Vice President


Democrat, 1961-1963, John Fitzgerald Kennedy/Lyndon B. Johnson



Democrat, 1963-1969, Lyndon Baines/Hubert H. Humphrey

News Events



President John F. Kennedy is assassinated as he rides in a motorcade through downtown Dallas, TX.
Civil rights rally held by 200,000 blacks and whites, including Dr. Martin Luther King's "I Have A Dream" speech.
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December Birthdays

December Anniversaries

December 11 — Dave Benton
December 17 — Dave Shadbar

None that we know of

December 20 — Mary Anne
McGovern
December 25 — Bob Stevens
December 31 — Jim Bennett

Toys for Tots
We hope you have already purchased your new unwrapped toy to take to the Marine Corps Museum on December 9th, because interest is really peaking!! In addition to the ACCC group, other groups planning to attend are the Prince William
Cruisers (starting in Alexandria), Stangs and Fangs (from Fredericksburg) and
the Santas Helpers Toy Run (from Stafford). All are bringing gifts so it is very
important that we have as many ACCC members as possible and that our gifts
represent the true spirit of Toys For Tots.
If you can’t make it to the rendezvous location on December 9th, bring your gift
to the Christmas party, Dec 3rd, or the next membership meeting (Nov 21st) and
we will ensure it is delivered!! After delivery to the museum we can have lunch at
the Tun Tavern in the museum. Put a smile on a child’s face during the holiday
season.
Please email Steve Argubright at stephfa@comcast.net if you plan to participate.
Rendezvous location and time:
11:00 am, Saturday, December 9th
Globe and Laurel Restaurant parking lot
3987 Jefferson Davis Hwy (near Quantico)
Stafford, VA 22554.
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December 2017
NOTE: See “ACCC Events” on Page 5 for the details on particular events.

Sun

3

Mon

4

Tue

5

Wed

6

Thu

7

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Xmas Party
4:30-8:30PM

Toys 4 Tots
11AM

F’burg

Stafford

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Jan 6, 2018
Breakfast
9AM
F’burg
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ACCC CLUB JACKETS

Tom Davis has kindly made arrangements for members to order club jackets embroidered with
our logo by Heartland Signs on Rt. 1 in Stafford. As show in the pictures above, a large embroidered club logo is on the rear; the front would normally have a smaller club logo on left
chest; other options available but might be extra cost. Jackets come in three varieties:
1. Competitor Jackets — nylon outer shell, front zipper; sizes XS-6XL, tall sizes LT-4XLT;
$52.65 w/tax
2. Denim Jackets (shown above) — stonewashed indigo denim, button front; sizes XS-4XL;
$54.77 w/tax
3. Welded Soft Shell Jackets — polyester woven shell bonded to water-resistant film insert
and polyester microfleece lining, front zipper; sizes XS-4XL; $68.45 w/tax
Contact Tom Davis to place order.

QUALITY JACKETS AT GREAT PRICES!!
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ACCC STORE
Items For Sale at all Club Events*
Car Flags: U.S. Flag & ACCC Flags

$5.00

$5.00

$5.00

Club 30th Anniversary Patch

Club Decal & Patch

$3.00 for patch

$2.00 for decal, $3.00 for patch

Club 30th Anniversary DVD

ACCC Name Badges

"ACCC, 30 years, 1987-2017" = 1 hr, 6 minutes
of music and over 700 photos and memories.
Shown at the 30th Anniv Picnic.
Let Al McCloud know if you would like one of
these keepers.

$5.00
Club 25th Anniversary Coin

* Available at Prince William Engraving,
2608 Dynasty Loop, Woodbridge, VA
22192. PH: 703-494-2658. Badges take
5-7 days and will cost $12.19 each. See
article in the June 2016 newsletter, reference same.

$10.00
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