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1415 Washington Dr,  
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  The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - May 2019 

Part of Mike Shepard’s Corvette Collection (see more on p. 9 & 10) 

(Note: cover pictures of members’ cars come from the ACCC web site “garage”) 
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Corvette Season – Off with a Bang! 
 

First of all I want to send well wishes to ACCC Member  John Horvath.  

Hope everything is going fine and you will be back in the saddle before 

long.  Additionally, I want to welcome Chris and Barbara Mendl to 

ACCC.  Chris and BJ are also members of BCC.  Welcome Chris and BJ! 

The Captain Billy Seafood Restaurant cruise was a total success, de-

spite the forecast for bad weather.  We did not get it.  A little light 

rain in the morning but it stayed dry until all got home.  A total of 27 

Corvettes, from at least three clubs this year, made the run down to 

Popes Creek in Newburg, Maryland for seafood and other delicious 

delicacies.  Even with approximately six weeks of letting clubs know 

that we would not be using the Rt 630 parking lot, a few individuals 

went to that lot and waited, and then drove over to the Ferry Farm 

Walmart.  Mike and Bettie Shepherd again led the caravan down to 

Dahlgren and over the bridge to Maryland.  Thank Mike and Bettie, 

another great cruise. 

 

I was talking with Mike Shepherd before the cruise and I asked him 

how many Corvettes he had in his collection now.  He told me nine so I 

asked him if he could send me some picture so I could put them on the 

website in the ACCC Members Garage.  Mike said, come on down and 

see the cars and you can take the pictures.  So, on Tuesday, April 16th, 

I drove to Mike’s and spent about two and a half hours being dazzled 

in his three garages.  I thought I was in a museum.  The pictures I 

took are in this newsletter (pages 9 and 10) and the Corvettes are 

spectacular.  Mike’s collection now includes a 1994 ZR1, a 1969 yellow 

Stingray convertible, three 1967 Stingrays (two blue convertibles and 

a maroon coupe), a black 1957 Corvette, a turquoise 1956 Corvette 

convertible, a black 1960 Corvette, and a red and white 1959 Corvette 

Convertible (see the 1997 overall 1st place list in the pictures for this 

car, pretty impressive).  He placed second in two of those shows and 

one would have to wonder if they were the same guys who missed the 

call in the Rams/Saints playoff game.  Thanks Mike for opening up your 

garages to share the Corvettes with ACCC.  I hope you enjoy the photo 

spread and a garage night at Mike’s would be the highlight of the year! 

 
Hope to see a good turnout on Sunday May 6th for the May breakfast 

and then we will cruise to the LaGrange Winery Corvette Show after-

wards.  Good weather would be great!! 

 

Until next month, 

All Corvettes are Red 

 

Al McCloud 

Sunshine Person 

Nan Wehmeyer 

Nancy.Wehmeyer@comcast.net Al 

mailto:yankeeal@verizon.net
mailto:jmyaros@gmail.com
mailto:stephfa@comcast.net
mailto:penn82@aol.com
mailto:pjrutledge3@verizon.net
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:Nancy.Wehmeyer@comcast.net
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April 16, 2019, ACCC Business Meeting Minutes 

Meeting was called to oder at 7:31PM by President Al McCloud.  New members, Chris and BJ Mendel were present. 

They have a 2000 Dark Blue C5 coupe.  Bud Donner motioned that the March Minutes be accepted. Dave Shadbar 

seconded. The Motion carried.  

 

President. Al McCloud gave the newsletter quiz for a free raffle ticket, but nobody won. During the monthly busi-

ness meeting, anyone who can correctly answer a question based on information published in the current newslet-

ter wins a free 50/50 ticket!  

 

Vice President.   Joan Yaros discussed a host of events. She mentioned that Carlisle has a Spring Show on the 

24th of April. The ZIp Customer Appreciation Day is coming up on May 4th.  The Club Breakfast will be on May 

5th followed by a cruise to LeGrange Winery. Look for details on this and other events in the Events throughout 

the newsletter.  

 

Treasury Report.  Steve Argubright reported the balance and that the Treasury is in good standing and passed 

around a report for attending members to view. 

 

Membership.  Marie Sizemore reported that we have 52 members.  

 

Newsletter.  Pete Rutledge thanked Dave Jones for his article in the last newsletter. As always, members are en-

couraged to contribute. The newsletter will be out by the 1st of the month. Dave also thanked Pete for the article 

about documenting your car.  

 

Museum Ambassador.  Bud Donner discussed updates on the Caravan. Bud also discussed Museum raffle tickets 

for a new Corvette. The C8 will be unveiled on July 18 and there is an order form online in the Corvette Forums.  

 

Sunshine. Nan Wehmeyer sent a get well card to Susan Thurston. 

 

Past President.  Skip Sizemore published an article to solicit input on modifying your Corvette: Should you or 

shouldn’t you? How far should you go? If you have thoughts or experiences to share, please pass it on to Skip. 

 

Old Business.  The Christmas party will be on Dec 8th at Bravas Restaurant in Fredericksburg. The Club Picnic is 

Sept 8 at Widewater Park. Joan Yaros pointed out that the Captain Billy’s cruise was well-attended and was a 

great event, as always. Steve Argubright discussed the Hospital car show coming up on May 17 from 11AM to 2PM. 

They will have ice cream! More details in the newsletter. 

 

New Business.  Joan Yaros has the raffle tickets for the National Caravan. You can win 4 nights in Bowling Green 

or a parking spot at the Museum. Please contact Joan if you are interested. Tickets are $25.  Joan also mentioned 

that we are invited to participate in the July 4th Parade at Aquia Harbor.  

 

Al read the April birthdays. There were no anniversaries. 

 

Mary Ann McGovern won the 50/50.  

 

Bud Donner made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Dave Shadbar. The motion passed and 

the meeting adjourned at 8:01PM.    

Submitted by Lee Morton  Lee 



 

 

AQUIA CREEK CORVETTE CLUB 

The purpose of this organization shall be to provide educational needs for those with Corvettes, and 

for the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of all Corvettes. 

NOW IN OUR 32nd YEAR 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club (ACCC) was formed in September 1987 by a group of die-hard Corvette 

enthusiasts from Aquia Harbor in Stafford, VA. The name was selected reflecting the Club's geo-

graphic and historical origins in the Old Dominion. Through hard work and commitment, ACCC has en-

joyed constant growth and now boasts 54 members representing nearly 70 Corvettes, from a 1953 to 

2018.  ACCC membership consists primarily of Stafford County residents, but has members from 

Prince William, Fairfax, Fauquier, Spotsylvania, Orange, Culpeper, Loudon, Louisa counties, and two in 

Florida.  Since September 8th, 2014, the ACCC Facebook Group has been limited to ACCC members 

only, except for a few that were already group members. 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/437699356306459/ 

Also Find Us On 

https://acccphotos.shutterfly.com/ 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club is sponsored by 
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3670 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Fredericksburg, VA  22408 

Phone:  

Sales: (540) 585-3399  Parts: (540) 585-4264 

Service: (540) 585-3401 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club 

P.O. Box 986 

Stafford, VA 22553 

Website: www.accclub.org/web 
 Email: aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com 

tel:(540)%20585-3399
tel:5405854264
tel:(540)%20585-3401
mailto:aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com


 

 

ACCCording to the Vice President 

Greetings from Cuba! This month’s column will 

be short and sweet. Listed below are the 

events currently scheduled for May. 

May 5 (Sunday) - 9:30 am - Monthly breakfast 

at Eggspectation, 8058 Crescent Park Drive, 

Gainesville. Shopping center located at Routes 

29 and 15. We currently have 16 responses and 

have room if you would like to join us. Please let 

me know by May 3rd so I can notify the restau-

rant. Following breakfast we will cruise to La-

Grange Winery in Haymarket for ODCC’s annual 

Corvette event. Make sure to register with 

ODCC if you plan to attend. 

May 12 (Sunday) Mother’s Day 

May 17 (Friday) Sentara Hospital Car Show 

from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. There is no charge 

for this car show but there will be free ice 

cream! It is located at the back of the Hospital 

near the Visitors entrance, 2300 Opitz Boule-

vard, in Woodbridge. Point of contact is Steve 

Argubright at 571-344-5423. Please notify him 

if you have not already done so. 

May 25 (Saturday) Vettes for Vets located at 

Staunton Mall. See additional details on flyer. 

If you are interested, please let Joan know by 

May 23. We will coordinate the cruise with Bat-

tlefield Corvette Club. I will email final details 

as we get closer to the event. 

 

 

 

 

ACCCording to the Vice President & ACC EVENTS 

Joan Yaros 

Joan 
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Mark Your Calendars 

June 1 - 9:00 am - Monthly breakfast in Ma-

nassas TBD. For interested Members, Ma-

nassas is celebrating its 25th Annual Railway 

Festival with lots of related activities. 

May 31-June 1 - Beachcombers Corvette 

Show in Norfolk. Flyer and Registration 

Form attached. 

June 9 (Sunday) - 9:00 am - Proposed 

brunch/lunch cruise to Hunters Head Tavern 

in Upperville. Possible stop at Oakland’s 

Plantation on Route 15 and/or a local winery. 

POC is Joan. Additional details to follow. 

June 18 - 7:30 pm - Monthly meeting at 

Aquia Harbor Inn. 

July 4 - Annual Aquia Harbor Parade. 

August 25-Sept. 2 - NCM Caravan 

September 8 - Picnic at Widewater State 

Park. 

December 8 - Christmas party at Bravo, 

Spotsylvania Town Center, in Fredericks-

burg. 

 



 

 

Bud 
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Corvette Raffles – Last month, I told you about the current restrictions on the Corvette raffle ticket 

sales. Tickets can now only be sold to persons who are physically located in Kentucky, Kansas, or Montana 

at the time of purchase.  This restriction also applies to the $10 tickets sold by club Ambassadors.  I 

checked the raffle website (https://raffle.corvettemuseum .org) for any updates and there were none – 

still only those three states.  I’m sure the Museum Directors are working to resolve this unfortunate 

situation – stay tuned. (See late news below) 

 

C8 Update – Chevrolet has announced that the official reveal date for the mid-engine C8 will be July 18 at 

an unannounced location.  The only Corvette event scheduled for that date (it’s a Thursday) is the NCRS 

Convention in Las Vegas and that doesn’t seem to be especially suited to this major unveiling, so there will 

probably be a dedicated press event somewhere (Maybe at the Museum or Motorsports Park??) 

 

Caravan – The Route Book will be published soon and if you’ve registered with the Virginia and Carolinas 

Caravan you will be getting a copy.  Looking at the 2014 edition, there will probably be a few articles dupli-

cated this year: “A Caravanner’s Guide” has driving advice and info on good road manners; “Caravan Tips” 

has more detailed suggestions.  You’ll see that GMRS radios are recommended and channel 7 will be used.  

And of course, you should familiarize yourself with the route maps and daily schedules.  Street addresses 

for all hotels and mid-day stops will be in the route book – it’s a good idea to pre-load them in your GPS 

before the first day.  If you make an unscheduled pit stop or get separated from the caravan, you will be 

able to easily catch up or press on to your destination. 

 

Late news from the Bash – The C8 put in an appearance (in full camo), driving around the Museum Circle in 

front of a large crowd of Bash attendees.  Mary Barra was there to announce resumption of a second shift 

at the plant, along with the hiring of 400 additional assembly line workers.  The Museum announced the 

raffle of a C8 – VIN number 25 – and said residents of ANY state can participate by mailing an order form 

to the Museum.  Tickets are $25; the drawing will be on Aug. 31 at the 25th Anniversary Celebration.  The 

order form is available on the raffle website https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org 

https://raffle.corvettemuseum
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Corvette Racing rolled into Long Beach California needing a boost to their racing fortunes and 

they got it or made it depending on your point of view. The Long Beach street race has always 

been a good venue for the Corvette Racing team and this year was no exception. 

Because of the tightness of the Long Beach course, the speed differential between classes and 

the large number of entries only two of the four classes were run in the Corvette (GTLM) portion 

of the race. Running with the GTLM cars was the fastest IMSA class, DPi also called Prototypes. 

Nineteen cars took the green flag start. Long Beach is a tight course with speeds as low as 25 

mph to a high of around 180 mph. Passing can be difficult so the term “Rubbing is racing” is very 

relevant to the race at Long Beach. In most instances this amounted to nothing more than a tire 

mark on the side of a car, but not always. Some cars ended up on a wall, in a tire barrier or with 

damaged body work. This fact became very relevant to the Corvettes race results on the last lap 

of the race. The Long Beach race is a short race (1 hour 40 minutes) often called a sprint race. 

That said, this short race turned into a fuel economy run for the GTLM (Corvette) class.  

 

A Ford GT was in second ahead of the two Corvettes on the final lap. It was trying to stretch its’ 

fuel. It did not make it and almost took the two Corvettes out of the race. The GT sputtered 

coming out turn 8 of this11 turn course and the #3 Corvette crashed into the back of the GT 

knocking it into the wall and out of the race. Despite heavy front-end damage and body work rub-

bing a front tire, the #3 Corvette managed to finish in 2nd behind the winning Porsche 912.  The 

#4 Corvette finished in third place giving the Corvettes two positions on the finish podium.  

Next on the schedule for Corvette Racing is the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. This is a great 

natural terrain road course located about halfway between Columbus and Cleveland Ohio. I have 

had the pleasure of attending a couple of race weekends there (camped out, can you believe 

that). Go if you can you will have fun. 

 

On another subject. What do you think about the C7 Corvette going out of production later the 

year with the introduction of the new mid-engine C8? Are you ready for a mid-engine Corvette? I 

know the Corvette Racing Team has to be looking forward to getting it on the track. The miden-

gined design offers a race car design that is more neutral in handling and easier to balance. How-

ever, when it comes to a street car the mid-engine design usually has less storage space and en-

try and exit can be more difficult. It will be very interesting to see how well Corvette Engineer-

ing handled the design. I would also look for the base price of the Corvette to be higher, say in 

the 65 to 75-thousand-dollar range. So, Corvette enthusiasts have been asking for a mid-engine 

design almost from the beginning of the Corvette. Ready or not here it come. 
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Skip 
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Mike Shepard’s Corvette Collection 

Photos and collage by Al McCloud 
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Mike Shepard’s Corvette Collection (cont’d) 

Photos and collage by Al McCloud 
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ACCC Members Attended Monthly Breakfast 

At Amy’s, Fredericksburg, VA 

April 6, 2019 
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ACCC Members Cruised to Captain Billy’s Crab House 

Pope’s Creek, MD, on April 14, 2019 



 

 

Coming Up Soon—LaGrange Cruise & Wine Tasting 

May 5, 2019 

(Use link at bottom of page to register) 
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Ctrl-Click here to register to attend. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/winery-at-lagrange-cruise-in-wine-tasting-2019-tickets-56514822355
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/winery-at-lagrange-cruise-in-wine-tasting-2019-tickets-56514822355


 

 

LaGrange Food Menu 

Page 1 
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LaGrange Food Menu 

Page 2 
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Coming Up Soon—Vettes for Veterans 

May 25, 2019 

Please Mark Your Calendars 
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Subject: VETTES FOR VETERANS 

 

 MEMORIAL WEEKEND, SATURDAY MAY 25TH, 10AM UNTIL 2PM, 

AT THE STAUNTON MALL, IN STAUNTON, BEHIND THE J. C 

PENNY STORE. 

 

COME JOIN US FOR A FUN WEEKEND AND TO HONOR OUR VET-

ERANS FOR THEIR SERVICE AND THE DEDICATION THEY HAVE 

GIVEN TO US. 

 

THERE WILL BE TROPHYS, PRIZES, AND FOOD TRUCKS, WITH A 

GREAT CAR SHOW.  RAIN OR SHINE! 

 



 

 

Coming Up Soon—Vettes at Waterside District, Norfolk, VA 

June 1, 2019 — Please Mark Your Calendars 
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Coming Up Soon—Vettes at Waterside District (cont’d) 

June 1, 2019 — Please Mark Your Calendars 
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Coming Up Soon—Vettes at Waterside District (cont’d) 

June 1, 2019 — Please Mark Your Calendars 
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Coming Up—Corvette Cruise-In @ Manassas  

(new location—see note in yellow bar) August 10, 2019; Please Mark Your Calendars 
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ACCC Members should consider  

Registering for the 2019 Corvette Caravan 

[THE FOLLOWING IS QUOTED FROM THE CORVETTE CARAVAN WEB SITE.] 

“THE 6TH NATIONAL CORVETTE CARAVAN 

IS SLATED FOR AUGUST 28-31, 2019. 
Often referred to as the world’s largest moving automotive event, the National Corvette Caravan is a 

celebration of America’s Sports Car, culminating in Bowling Green, Kentucky for the anniversary 

celebration of the National Corvette Museum. Hosted only once every five years, the next event is 

slated for Labor Day Weekend 2019 and will mark the Museum’s 25th Anniversary. Leading the 

charge will be Jeffrey Duda of Hainesport, NJ, a Lifetime Member of the Museum and previous co-

captain of the New Jersey 2014 and 2009 Caravans. 

Regional caravans will form and join other caravans as they travel across the United States to meet 

in Bowling Green, Kentucky for four days of festivities at the National Corvette Museum.” 

 

Event registration is still open. 

For more information, follow this link: 
https://www.corvettecaravan.com/news/event-registration-to-open-september-12/ 

Photo from Corvettes of Buffalo 

https://www.corvettecaravan.com/news/event-registration-to-open-september-12/
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Photo from Corvettes of Buffalo 
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Free State Corvette Club—Corvette Weekend 2019 

Oct 4-5, 2019 — Please Mark Your Calendars 
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Queen City Corvette Show 

Oct 12, 2019 — Please Mark Your Calendars 
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1977 Nostalgia 

Oscar Winning Pictures: "ANNIE HALL", "The Goodbye Girl", "Julia", "Star Wars", "The Turning 

Point" 

 

President/Vice President: , 

 1974-1977, Republican, Gerald R. Ford/Nelson A. Rockefeller 

 1977-1981, Democrat, Jimmy (James Earl) Carter/Walter F. Mondale 

 

News Events: 

 Most of the 10,000 Vietnam War draft evaders .are pardoned by President Jimmy Carter.  

 Elvis Presley dies in his Graceland bathroom.  

 Congress creates a Department of Energy.  

 Egypt’s Anwar Sadat flies to Jerusalem in a dramatic gesture of willingness to discuss peace. 

Production rose to 49,213 

coupes, a new record. 

Early in the year, the 

500,000th Corvette was 

driven off the line in St. 

Louis. The basic coupe re-

tailed for $8,647, also a 

record. 

 

Vinyl seats were out and leather was standard. Cloth seats with leather trim were also avail-

able at no extra cost. This would be the last year for the vertical rear window arrangement. 

The console was redesigned for greater depth to allow space for the positioning of heater 

and air conditioning controls along with standard Delco radio models. 

 

A new steering column, which moved the steering wheel several inches closer to the instru-

ment panel, permitted easier entry and exit and a more comfortable driving position. Tilt and 

telescoping functions for the steering wheel were an option again. The column also housed the 

headlight controls and windshield wiper/washer switch. A longer manual gearshift was avail-

able and the automatic alarm activator was relocated from the driver-side fender to the 

driver-side door lock. 
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May Birthdays 

 

 

May 4 — Louise Donner 

May 4 — Al McCloud 

May 9 — Mike Shepard 

May 13 — Paul Thompson 

May 18 — Bud Donner 

May 27 — Joanne Hess 

May 30 — Ginelle Benton 

May 31 — Michael Klein 

 

None that we know of                      

 

 

 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

Please Note: If we fail to list your birthday or anniversary, it may be because we don’t have  

your dates in our membership database.  If you would like to see your birthdays/anniversaries 

listed in the future, please let Marie Sizemore know just the month and day of your events. 

FOR SALE (or FREE) 

YOUR FOR SALE (OR FOR FREE) AD COULD BE HERE IN A FUTURE 

NEWSLETTER.  MUST BE CORVETTE RELATED.  SEND TO PETE 

RUTLEDGE AT LEAST 2 OR 3 DAYS BEFORE THE END OF THE 

MONTH. 
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NOTE: See “ACCC Events” on Page 5 for the details on particular events. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5  9:30AM 

Breakfast @ 

Gainesville 

Followed by 

LaGrange 

Winery 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12  

Mother’s 

Day 

13 14 15 16 17  

11AM-2PM  

Sentara Hosp. 

car show 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Vettes for 

Vets 

Staunton 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

May 2019 
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Tom Davis has kindly made arrangements for members to order club jackets embroidered with 

our logo by Heartland Signs on Rt. 1 in Stafford. As show in the pictures above, a large em-

broidered club logo is on the rear; the front would normally have a smaller club logo on left 

chest; other options available but might be extra cost. Jackets come in three varieties: 

1. Competitor Jackets — nylon outer shell, front zipper; sizes XS-6XL, tall sizes LT-4XLT; 

$52.65 w/tax 

2. Denim Jackets (shown above) — stonewashed indigo denim, button front; sizes XS-4XL; 

$54.77 w/tax 

3. Welded Soft Shell Jackets — polyester woven shell bonded to water-resistant film insert 

and polyester microfleece lining, front zipper; sizes XS-4XL; $68.45 w/tax 

 

Contact Tom Davis to go to Heartland Signs to place your order. 

 

QUALITY JACKETS AT GREAT PRICES!! 

ACCC CLUB JACKETS 
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ACCC member Vince Cosentino (pictured) has 

worked with a neighbor to enable shirts in a variety 

of styles, colors, 

and sizes to be em-

broidered with the 

club logo.  Note that 

the logo is embroi-

dered directly on 

the shirt—this is 

not a patch.  Em-

broidered shirts 

cost $30ea. and can 

be ordered through 

Vince. 

SHIRTS WITH EMBROIDERED ACCC LOGO 
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ACCC STORE 

Items For Sale at all Club Events* 

Club 25th Anniversary Coin 

Car Flags: U.S. Flag & ACCC Flags 

Club Decal & Patch 

$2.00 for decal, $3.00 for patch 

ACCC Name Badges 

* Available at Prince William Engraving, 

2608 Dynasty Loop, Woodbridge, VA 

22192.  PH: 703-494-2658.  Badges take 

5-7 days and will cost $12.19 each.  See 

article in the June 2016 newsletter,  ref-

erence same.   

"ACCC, 30 years, 1987-2017"  = 1 hr, 6 minutes 

of music and over 700 photos and memories.  

Shown at the 30th Anniv Picnic.  

Let Al McCloud know if you would like one of 

these keepers. 

Club 30th Anniversary Patch 

$3.00 for patch 

Club 30th Anniversary DVD 

$5.00 

$5.00  $5.00  $5.00  

$10.00  


