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Al and Margaret McCloud’s 2019 Grand Sport 

(Note: cover pictures of members’ cars come from the ACCC web site “garage”) 
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Greetings Fellow Members, 

Summertime is here and it has been a hot one so far! 

I want to start this month out by welcoming Lou Patch, Jan Patch, 

and Lee Morton as lifetime honorary members to our club as 

voted on by members at our July membership meeting.  Lou and 

Jan spend half of their year in Florida and the other half here in 

the area.  They have participated in more events by invitation 

then some of our active members who can always attend club 

events but elect not to.  Lee Morton has spent over 21 years in 

the club and has held many positions on the club board as well as 

organizing many events for the club.  He has retired from his gov-

ernment job and will be heading to his new home in Myrtle Beach.  

He will be missed.  It is without saying that Lou, Jan, and Lee will 

always have a home at ACCC as long as we remain active and are 

welcome at all events..   

On Sunday, July 28th, we had a mystery cruise to The Rail Stop 

Restaurant in Plains, VA.  It was well participated with 10 Cor-

vettes, one Toyota-vette, and 18 club members.  Steve and Joan 

did a great job putting this together.  Even though VDOT added 

some complications to our route with road construction, we still 

made it to the restaurant and had a great time.  The stop at the 

Farmhouse Brewery on the way home was fantastic.  Those not 

participating should start coming out and getting that beautiful 

Corvette into the mix.  We would love to have more members en-

joying themselves with the car they love.  Thanks Steve and Joan.  

Well done! 

The anticipation is over, the C8 mid-engine is now the real deal.   

Regardless of how you feel about the new C8, it has Corvette 

written all over it, especially that red one, and it is not going any-

where.  From looking on social media, I think the Corvette commu-

nity is split on it.  Time will tell.  Remember they did not like the 

C7 when it debuted in 2013.  I can’t wait to see it in person at 

Carlisle and again at Bowling Green during the 24th Anniversary 

Caravan.    

I will not be at breakfast or the Corvette Show on August 10th, so 

until the meeting on August 20th, remember, 

Until next month, 

All Corvettes are Red 

Al McCloud 

Sunshine Person 

Nan Wehmeyer 

Nancy.Wehmeyer@comcast.net Al 

mailto:yankeeal@verizon.net
mailto:jmyaros@gmail.com
mailto:stephfa@comcast.net
mailto:pjrutledge3@verizon.net
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:Nancy.Wehmeyer@comcast.net
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July 16, 2019, ACCC Business Meeting Minutes 

The meeting was called to order by President Al McCloud at 7:30PM.  There were 18 attendees.  

John Horvath motioned to accept the June minutes; it was seconded by Chris Mendl. The motion passed.  Chris 

Mendl won the trivia question and a free 50/50 ticket with his answer of “VP Mondale.”  

Vice President.  Joan Yaros went through changes to the calendar of upcoming events. The Mystery Cruise on July 

28 has 13 sign-ups so far; Joan needs a final count by July 25.  Please check the events section of the newsletter 

for all of the new details from Joan.  Pete Rutledge announced that he would like to organize a one-way cruise to 

Carlisle for anyone going there on Friday morning; he will provide more details as the date approaches.     

Treasurer.  Steve Argubright informed members of the latest income and expenditures. The treasury is in good 

standing.  He said that the club received an acknowledgement of its donation to St. Jude Hospital in memory of 

the Halley family. 

Membership.  Marie Sizemore reported that we now have 53 members. 

Past President.  Skip Sizemore reminded the members of the long-awaited unveiling of the C8 Corvette on 

7/18/19 at 10:30AM. 

Newsletter.  Pete Rutledge said he hopes to incorporate some design enhancements in the newsletter based on 

what he saw in a recent newsletter from the Central Virginia Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club. 

Sunshine.  Nan Wehmeyer reported that she sent a sympathy card on behalf of the club to Larry Halley’s family. 

Old Business. Al announced that the club is still looking for a secretary to re-

place the departing Lee Morton (who has done such a great job for so long; he 

is retiring and moving to Conway, SC).  Lee was encouraged to give a speech; he 

said it’s been a great 21 years with the club (he joined in the Summer of ’98); 

he got involved of many of the club’s elected offices; he has seen many mem-

bers come and go, but many of those who were here when he started are still 

with the club; he is sorry to leave but excited to get started with the enjoy-

ment of retirement; he said he would get involved in the Corvette club near his 

new home and maybe he would see some of us at the Myrtle Beach event in the 

future. 

Al reported on club participation in the Aquia Harbor 4th of July parade; we 

had 10 cars representing the club. 

Joan said there are 3 rooms left in our block for the next Ocean City event, so 

if you plan to go and want a room, you should act soon. 

New Business.  In accordance with the ACCC by-laws, Al proposed honorary 

membership for Lee Morton and Lou and Jan Patch.  Honorary membership is free to the recipient and includes all 

the rights and privileges of regular paid membership except for voting.  Honorary members are members for life.  

Mike Truelove motioned to approve Al’s proposal; John Horvath seconded it, and the membership voted to pass it. 

Al announced the birthdays and anniversaries for July. 

Most appropriately, Lee Morton won the 50/50.   

Members motioned to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded; the motion carried and the meeting ad-

journed at 8:01PM.  

 

Submitted by:  

Pete Rutledge, Acting Secretary  

Lee Morton 



 

 

AQUIA CREEK CORVETTE CLUB 

The purpose of this organization shall be to provide educational needs for those with Corvettes, and 

for the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of all Corvettes. 

NOW IN OUR 32nd YEAR 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club (ACCC) was formed in September 1987 by a group of die-hard Corvette 

enthusiasts from Aquia Harbor in Stafford, VA. The name was selected reflecting the Club's geo-

graphic and historical origins in the Old Dominion. Through hard work and commitment, ACCC has en-

joyed constant growth and now boasts 54 members representing nearly 70 Corvettes, from a 1953 to 

2018.  ACCC membership consists primarily of Stafford County residents, but has members from 

Prince William, Fairfax, Fauquier, Spotsylvania, Orange, Culpeper, Loudon, Louisa counties, and two in 

Florida.  Since September 8th, 2014, the ACCC Facebook Group has been limited to ACCC members 

only, except for a few that were already group members. 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/437699356306459/ 

Also Find Us On 

https://acccphotos.shutterfly.com/ 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club is sponsored by 
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3670 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Fredericksburg, VA  22408 

Phone:  

Sales: (540) 585-3399  Parts: (540) 585-4264 

Service: (540) 585-3401 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club 

P.O. Box 986 

Stafford, VA 22553 

Website: www.accclub.org/web 
 Email: aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com 

tel:(540)%20585-3399
tel:5405854264
tel:(540)%20585-3401
mailto:aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com


 

 

ACCCording to the Vice President 

July was a busy month for Club Members. We had 10 Vettes in 

Aquia Harbour’s annual 4th of July parade and community cele-

bration. Lots of candy was tossed out to the kids (and adults) 

along the parade route. It was definitely a highlight for those 

who participated! Afterwards several of us joined Skip and 

Marie Sizemore at Culpeper’s celebration and car show. We had 

lunch at Grass Rootes restaurant. 

July 13th we met for breakfast at Great American Buffet in 

Fredericksburg. Definitely a favorite as we had 21 attending. 

We were excited to have Jan and Lou Patch join us for break-

fast. 

A very special thank you to Steve Argubright and Kris for plan-

ning and leading 18 of us on scenic backroads to our Mystery 

Brunch at The Rail Stop in The Plains. Great food and service at 

this quaint small town restaurant. Another mystery cruise may 

be planned for next year. 

There are lots of events coming up. Check them out below and 

plan to join us. 

Save the Wave 

 

 

ACCC Events Calendar - August 

August 6 - Club participation in Stafford’s National Night Out 

has been canceled. We will reevaluate next year. 

August 10 - 9:30 am - Monthly breakfast at Juke Box Diner, 

8637 Sudley Road, Manassas. Afterwards we will cruise to Bom-

nin Chevrolet for ODCC’s Annual All Corvette Cruise-In. Please 

RSVP to Joan by August 8. 

August 10 - 12:00-4:00 - Old Dominion Corvette Club’s 30th 

Annual All Corvette Cruise-In at Bomnin Chevrolet, 8000 Sudley 

Road, Manassas. You will need to register online to attend. $10 

per Corvette. See flyer attached. 

August 20 - 7:30 pm - Monthly meeting at Aquia Harbour Inn. 

August 22-25 - Corvettes at Carlisle. Pete Rutledge is planning 

to go to Carlisle on Friday. If you are interested in cruising up 

with Pete, contact him directly. 

August 23-25 - Michelin GT Challenge at VIR. For ticket infor-

mation check the website for Virginia International Raceway. 

August 25-Sept 1 - NCM Corvette Caravan to Bowling Green, 

KY. Albert Martinez (BCC) is the local POC. If you are signed up 

for the Caravan, plan to meet Albert at 8:00 am on Sunday, Au-

gust 25, at the Welcome Center/Rest Stop on I-95 south be-

tween exits 133 and 130. Departure for Richmond at 8:30. 

 

ACCCording to the Vice President & ACC EVENTS 

Joan Yaros 

Joan 
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Looking Ahead - Mark Your Calendars   

September 8 - 11:00 am - Annual ACCC picnic at Widewater 

State Park, 101 Widewater State Park Road, Stafford. The 

theme will be the 1950’s and 1960’s. Parking $5.00 cash. Addi-

tional details forthcoming. (POC Marie Sizemore) 

September 15 - 11:00 am - Lunch cruise to Graves Mountain 

Lodge with a stop at a winery afterwards. Meet in Culpeper for 

cruise to Graves Mountain. Depart at 11:30 am for 1:00 pm 

reservation. Buffet cost is $23.55, which includes tax and tip. 

Additional details forthcoming.(POC Marie Sizemore) 

September 17 - 7:30 pm - Monthly meeting at Aquia Har-

bour Inn. 

September 22 - Annual Wine & Oyster Festival at Stratford 

Hall from 9:00-3:00. This is a great annual event but you must 

mail attached registration form to Jack Ashburn no later than 

September 16. (POC Joan Yaros) 

September 28 - Battlefield Corvette Club’s 11th Annual Cruz-

In at Radley Chevrolet, Fredericksburg. 

October 4-7 - Free State Corvette Club’s annual Corvette 

Weekend in Ocean City, MD. See flyer for registration infor-

mation. ACCC currently has 3 ocean front rooms left at Para-

dise Plaza. Call 888-678-4111 for reservations. $90+tax for 

Thursday and Sunday and $130+tax for Friday and Saturday.

(POC Joan Yaros) 

October 12 - 9:00 am - Monthly breakfast at location TBD. 

October 15 - 7:30 pm - Monthly meeting at Aquia Harbour 

Inn. 

October 19 - Suggested cruise to Montpelier (home of James 

Madison) for a one hour tour and lunch. Possible stop at a win-

ery. 

October 25-26 - NCM’s Corvette Racing Event in Hershey, PA. 

Additional details forthcoming. 

November 3 - Annual Lunch Cruise to Hickory Bridge, 96 Hick-

ory Bridge Road, Orrtanna, PA. Details forthcoming.(POC Bud 

Donner) 

November 9 - 9:00 am - Monthly breakfast at location TBD. 

November 19 - 7:30 pm - Monthly meeting at Aquia Harbour 

Inn. 

December 7 - Time TBD - Toys for Tots Cruise to Marine 

Corp Museum to donate our toys. Lunch at Tun Tavern. Invita-

tion to join us will be extended to Battlefield Corvette Club 

Members.(POC Steve Argubright) 

December 8 - 12:00 noon - Christmas Party at Bravo, Spot-

sylvania Towne Center. Members $20, non-Members $38.12. 

This is our December meeting. (POC Marie Sizemore & Nan 

Wehmeyer) 

 



 

 

Bud 
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The National Corvette Museum has a new President and CEO.  Last May, Wendell Strode announced his 

retirement after 23 years as NCM CEO and Executive Director, and a search committee reviewed sev-

eral candidates; they chose Dr. Sean Preston from Portland, Oregon.  With an extensive background in 

education and non-profit leadership, Dr. Preston is looking forward to his move to Bowling Green.  His 

aims are to preserve the Museum’s collection, “expand the membership base, welcome a new generation 

of Corvette enthusiasts, and become one of the most attended and supported car museums in the 

world”.  An enthusiastic car guy, Sean owns a 1954 and a 1972 Corvette! 

 

Last month we announced that USA Today was conducting a poll to find the “Best Attraction for Car 

Lovers” and one of the candidates was our National Corvette Museum.  The results were just posted:  

First Place – Barrett-Jackson Auctions; Second – Mecum Auctions; Third – The National Corvette Mu-

seum.  I don’t understand it either! 

 

Did you tune in to the C8 Reveal on July 18?  GM went all out to introduce their new supercar to 1,500 

guests in the live audience and via the internet to viewers around the world.  It was a well-staged debut 

for the mid-engine Corvette;  to me, the highlights were the announcements of a 0-60 time of “under 

three seconds”  and a starting price of “under $60,000”  For an all-new design with only one part carry-

ing over from the C7, that’s a pretty impressive price! 

 

The C8 will start a cross-country tour in late July; the schedule is sketchy so far – dealers have to pay 

for the tour to visit their dealership for one or two days and only a few have signed up.  Kerbeck in At-

lantic City is hosting the tour as I’m writing this (July 26).  The tour will be at Carlisle on August 22 - 

25, and at the Museum during the Caravan and 25th Anniversary Celebration on August 28 – 31.  

www.corvettemuseum.org 

uddonner@msn.com 
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After returning from the 24 Hours of LeMans in France the Corvette Racing resumed its’ nor-

mal IMSA racing schedule with races at Watkins Glen, New York and Lime Rock Park in Con-

necticut.  At Watkins Glen the Corvette Team qualified number 1. However. the Corvette 

Teams bad luck continued with the # 4 being taken out by one of the Porches on the first lap 

of the race. LeMans all over again. The #3 Corvette managed to hang in there and get a second

-place finish. The #4 Corvette even managed to make repairs from the crash and finish the 

race though many laps down. 

 

At Lime Rock Park (the shortest course on the schedule at 1.5 miles) the race format changed 

in that only the Corvette class, GTLM and GTD raced. The short course is the reason for this 

change in format. Unfortunately, the Corvettes bad race luck did not change with the change 

of race track. The Corvettes qualified poorly in 5th and 6th and they finished in the same posi-

tions.  

 

Next on the schedule, Road America. A big fast track that will hopefully give the Corvettes a 

better chance at victory. 

 

The most disturbing thing about this season is that the Corvettes have not won a single race. 

They have come close but for many reasons just haven’t gotten a win. The C8 Corvette can’t 

get on track soon enough. 

 

So, we have all seen the new C8 Corvette. What do you think? I understand that it is almost 

sold out.  That statement sounds strange to me, in that if demand is there just add another 

shift and make more. I will be going to Carlisle in August and the C8 will be there. Looking at 

the pictures there are things I like and others I do not. One of the things I like is that the 

doors open like a regular car. I was concerned they would give into the guillotine door push. 

One thing I do not like is the nose. Viewed from the side it seems to me to sit to high. How-

ever, I think the new Corvette is one of those cars that that needs to be seen in the flesh, so 

to speak, too determine if you really like it or not. Maybe, you and I can have a look when we 

get to Carlisle. 

 

Happy motoring, 
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Skip 
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ACCC Members had Breakfast at  

American Buffet in Fredericksburg, VA, on July 13, 2019 
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ACCC Members Participated in the Aquia Harbor July 4th Parade  

on July 4, 2019  
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ACCC Members Participated in the Aquia Harbor July 4th Parade  

on July 4, 2019 (cont’d) 
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ACCC Members Participated in the Aquia Harbor July 4th Parade  

on July 4, 2019 (cont’d) 
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ACCC Members Participated a Mystery Cruise to The Rail Stop restaurant in 

The Plains, VA, on July 28, 2019 



 

 

Coming Up Soon on August 10, 2019—Corvette Cruise-In @ Manassas  

(new location—see note in yellow bar) Please Mark Your Calendars 
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Coming Up——Oct. 4-5, 2019 

Please Mark Your Calendars (more info at bottom of page) 
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NOTE: Registration opened June 1st for Free State’s Corvette Weekend in Ocean City, October 4-5.  ACCC has a block of rooms from 

Thursday (10/3) to Monday (10/7) at Paradise Plaza, on 9th Street and Boardwalk. Call 410-289-6381 for reservations in the ACCC 

block.  We have a special rate of $90 weekday and $130 weekend. We have six ocean front rooms left that must be reserved NLT 

September 1st.  Following is a link to the on-line information:  http://freestatecorvette.com/Corvette-Weekend?sfns=mo  

http://freestatecorvette.com/Corvette-Weekend?sfns=mo


 

 

Queen City Corvette Show 

Oct 12, 2019 — Please Mark Your Calendars 

  Page 16                       The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - August 2019 



 

 
  Page 17                       The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - August 2019 

 

1980 Nostalgia 

Oscar Winning Pictures: "ORDINARY PEOPLE", "Coal Miner's Daughter", "The Elephant 

Man", "Raging Bull", "Tess" 

President/Vice President: Democrat, 1977-1981, Jimmy (James Earl) Carter/Walter F. 

Mondale 

News Events: 

 President Carter announces punitive measures and embargoes against the USSR in retalia-

tion for the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.  

 Mount St. Helens in Washington state erupts in a violent blast estimated to be 500 times 

as powerful as the Hiroshima atomic bomb.  

 Ronald W. Reagan is elected the 40th U.S. president in a sweeping victory.  

Federal and state intervention to promote 
fuel efficiencies and reduce pollution took 
its toll on Corvette. 

 

Two engine displacements were available 
for the first time since 1974 --the standard 
350ci and a 305ci required for the Califor-
nia market where emissions regulations 
were more stringent.  The smaller block, 
available only in that model year, was in 
reality a standard Chevrolet passenger car engine that could be packaged with automatic 
transmissions only. 

 

Trimming weight became a prime consideration. Engineers used lower density roof panels, 
thinner hood and outer door thickness and aluminum in the differential housing and cross-
member.  An aluminum intake manifold became standard on most engines. 

 

Aerodynamic improvements included moving the grill back slightly and new front and rear 
bumper "caps" with integrated spoilers, which improved the drag coefficient.  Radiator air 
flow nearly doubled. 

 

At the Federal government's behest, speedometers were limited to a maximum of 85mph; 
quite a comedown for speed-oriented enthusiasts. As a result of these government-
mandated restrictions, sales for 1980 slackened to 40,614 units. 
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August Birthdays 

 

 

August 3 — Valerie Liles 

August 12 — Don Radeke 

August 16 — John Horvath Sr. 

August 17 — Ann Huke 

August 17 — Sharon Radeke 

 

 

August 27 — Dottie & Dave Shad-

bar 

August Anniversaries 

Please Note: If we fail to list your birthday or anniversary, it may be because we don’t have  

your dates in our membership database.  If you would like to see your birthdays/anniversaries 

listed in the future, please let Marie Sizemore know just the month and day of your events. 

FOR SALE (or FREE) 

YOUR FOR SALE (OR FOR FREE) AD COULD BE HERE IN A FUTURE NEWSLETTER.  MUST 

BE CORVETTE RELATED.  SEND TO PETE RUTLEDGE AT LEAST 2 OR 3 DAYS BEFORE THE 

END OF THE MONTH. 
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NOTE: See “ACCC Events” on Page 5 for the details on particular events. ACCC Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Breakfast & 

Corvette 

Cruise-in @ 

Manassas 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 

ACCC 

Monthly 

Meeting 

21 22 

Corvettes @ 

Carlisle 

23 

Corvettes @ 

Carlisle & one

-way ACCC 

caravan 

24 

Corvettes @ 

Carlisle 

25 

Corvettes @ 

Carlisle & 

Corvette Cara-

van to NCM 

26 

Corvette 

Caravan to 

NCM 

27 

Corvette 

Caravan to 

NCM 

28 

Corvette 

Caravan to 

NCM 

29 

Corvette 

Caravan to 

NCM 

30 

Corvette 

Caravan to 

NCM 

31 

Corvette 

Caravan to 

NCM 

August 2019 
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Tom Davis has kindly made arrangements for members to order club jackets embroidered with 

our logo by Heartland Signs on Rt. 1 in Stafford. As show in the pictures above, a large em-

broidered club logo is on the rear; the front would normally have a smaller club logo on left 

chest; other options available but might be extra cost. Jackets come in three varieties: 

1. Competitor Jackets — nylon outer shell, front zipper; sizes XS-6XL, tall sizes LT-4XLT; 

$52.65 w/tax 

2. Denim Jackets (shown above) — stonewashed indigo denim, button front; sizes XS-4XL; 

$54.77 w/tax 

3. Welded Soft Shell Jackets — polyester woven shell bonded to water-resistant film insert 

and polyester microfleece lining, front zipper; sizes XS-4XL; $68.45 w/tax 

 

Contact Tom Davis to go to Heartland Signs to place your order. 

 

QUALITY JACKETS AT GREAT PRICES!! 

ACCC CLUB JACKETS 
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ACCC member Vince Cosentino (pictured) has 

worked with a neighbor to enable shirts in a variety 

of styles, colors, 

and sizes to be em-

broidered with the 

club logo.  Note that 

the logo is embroi-

dered directly on 

the shirt—this is 

not a patch.  Em-

broidered shirts 

cost $30ea. and can 

be ordered through 

Vince. 

SHIRTS WITH EMBROIDERED ACCC LOGO 
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ACCC STORE 

Items For Sale at all Club Events* 

Club 25th Anniversary Coin 

Car Flags: U.S. Flag & ACCC Flags 

Club Decal & Patch 

$2.00 for decal, $3.00 for patch 

ACCC Name Badges 

* Available at Prince William Engraving, 

2608 Dynasty Loop, Woodbridge, VA 

22192.  PH: 703-494-2658.  Badges take 

5-7 days and will cost $12.19 each.  See 

article in the June 2016 newsletter,  ref-

erence same.   

"ACCC, 30 years, 1987-2017"  = 1 hr, 6 minutes 

of music and over 700 photos and memories.  

Shown at the 30th Anniv Picnic.  

Let Al McCloud know if you would like one of 

these keepers. 

Club 30th Anniversary Patch 

$3.00 for patch 

Club 30th Anniversary DVD 

$5.00 

$5.00  $5.00  $5.00  

$10.00  
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Photo from Corvettes of Buffalo 


