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Greetings fellow club members.  Here it is September already 

and hopefully everybody has made it through the last six 

months okay.  Dottie had a setback, but thankfully it was not 

the virus – she continues to recover and Dave said she is doing 

well.   Most of us are still taking precautions against the virus, 

some seem to not care, while  others still think it’s a political 

hoax.  Whatever it is, it seems to be killing a lot of people.  

Hoax or not, I do not want to get it.   

 

We were able to get out for the 31st Annual Manassas Cor-

vette Cruise-In sponsored by ODCC.  It was well attended and 

two C-8s were at the show, a blue one and a white one.  Some 

of our members had breakfast before the show at the Juke 

Box Diner and some went to Swirlies Ice Cream after the 

show.  Two weekends later Steve and Joan attended “Vettes 

for Vets” in Haymarket.  ACCC was represented at both 

events.   

 

We voted at the August meeting to not have the Christmas 

Party this year, not knowing what it will be like in December.  

We also voted not to go on the Hickory Bridge cruise for our 

annual buffet lunch, usually in November.  However, our annual 

picnic is still a go.  It is outside at Widewater State Park on 

September 13th, 11:00 am, and I think we can distance enough 

for safety.  We will also have our monthly meeting at the pic-

nic.  The board voted 6-0, 1 absentia, for the meeting at the 

picnic, therefore, our members will not have to travel out an-

other day for the meeting on the following Tuesday.  Still 

time to sign-up for the picnic.  Let Marie know your inten-

tions, bugbent@aol.com. 

 

Until next month, 

Most Corvettes are Red 

   

Al McCloud 

 

 
 

Sunshine Person 

Nan Wehmeyer 

Nancy.Wehmeyer@comcast.net 

mailto:yankeeal@verizon.net
mailto:jmyaros@gmail.com
mailto:stephfa@comcast.net
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:pjrutledge3@verizon.net
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:grumpy9865@aol.com
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:Nancy.Wehmeyer@comcast.net
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ACCC Business Meeting Minutes — 8/18/20 

The meeting with 13 members in attendance was called to order at 7:32 PM by President Al McCloud.  Al asked 

that the July meeting minutes as published in the newsletter be approved. A motion was made and approved by 

those present to accept the minutes as published in the newsletter.  

No one was able to answer the trivia question. The prize will carry over until the next meeting. 

Treasurer: Steve Argubright reported the club bank balance and noted there were no new expenses. Steve went 

on to report that he had contacted the Marine Corps Museum about this year’s Toys for Tots campaign, but had 

not heard back from them. 

Corvette Museum Ambassador: Bud Donner announced that the museum’s 26th anniversary gathering was still a go 

and that virtual participation was available for the event. Bud also announced that the 24 Hours of LeMans had 

been cancelled. 

Membership: Marie Sizemore reported the club membership remains at 53. Marie, further noted that members 

David and Ginelle Benton had moved, but were remaining as members of the club. 

Newsletter: Newsletter editor Pete Rutledge was not in attendance. ACCC President Al McCloud announced that 

all newsletter submissions should be to Pete by the 30th. The earlier the better. Al further announced that more 

submissions are needed for the newsletter. 

Secretary: Skip Sizemore thanked David Jones for his efforts getting us into the club house. 

Vice President: Joan Yaros reported on some club activities and reminded those present that all activities can be 

found on the club web site/calendar.  Joan noted that the ODCC 31 annual cruise-in at Bomnin Chevrolet had 

drawn 120 attendees.  Joan went on to remind everyone about the Vettes for Vets Corvette Show on August 15 in 

Haymarket.  The Stratford Hall event was cancelled for this year.   The ACCC club picnic is still scheduled for 

September 13 at Widewater State Park. Let Skip and Marie know if you will be attending. 

Sunshine: Nan Wehmeyer reported she had sent Dottie Shadbar a get-well card from the club. 

Past President: Dave Shadbar was not present. 

Old Business: Corvettes at Carlisle is still a go. 

New Business: Votes were taken among those present on wither to hold this years club Christmas party and trip 

to Hickory Bridge. After a short discussion it was decided that both events would be cancelled for 2020. 

It was noted that this year’s Ocean City Corvette event has been cancelled by the hosting Corvette club. 

Club President Al McCloud announced that a brick for Tom Davis had been set into place at the Corvette museum 

in section 3-0. There was discussion on how to let Tom’s family know about the brick. Al McCloud and Steve Argu-

bright will try to get in touch with the family. 

Joan Yaros noted that Dale City has a Cars and Coffee event in the Safeway parking lot just off Minnieville Road. 

It starts at 8 AM. Joan further noted that the club may attend the Bull Run Christmas lights display. Easy to so-

cial distance in that you remain in your car. More discussion later. 

Al McCloud stated that the ACCC will need to put together a nominating committee next month for coming club 

elections. 

Maryanne McGovern talked about Corvette related items she had, that she will be putting in the club newsletter 

to sell, with the proceeds going to benefit the ACCC. 

Al announced Birthdays and Anniversaries. 

The 50/50 was won by Mickey Klein, some of which he returned to the club. 

John Horvath made a motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Nan Wehmeyer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:01 PM.  Skip 



 

 

AQUIA CREEK CORVETTE CLUB 

The purpose of this organization shall be to provide educational needs for those with Corvettes, and 

for the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of all Corvettes. 

NOW IN OUR 33rd YEAR 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club (ACCC) was formed in September 1987 by a group of die-hard Corvette 

enthusiasts from Aquia Harbor in Stafford, VA. The name was selected reflecting the Club's geo-

graphic and historical origins in the Old Dominion. Through hard work and commitment, ACCC has en-

joyed constant growth and now boasts 54 members representing nearly 70 Corvettes, from a 1953 to 

2018.  ACCC membership consists primarily of Stafford County residents, but has members from 

Prince William, Fairfax, Fauquier, Spotsylvania, Orange, Culpeper, Loudon, Louisa counties, and two in 

Florida.  Since September 8th, 2014, the ACCC Facebook Group has been limited to ACCC members 

only, except for a few that were already group members. 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/437699356306459/ 

Also Find Us On 

https://acccphotos.shutterfly.com/ 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club is sponsored by 
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3670 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Fredericksburg, VA  22408 

Phone:  

Sales: (540) 585-3399  Parts: (540) 585-4264 

Service: (540) 585-3401 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club 

P.O. Box 986 

Stafford, VA 22553 

Website: www.accclub.org/web 
 Email: aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com 

tel:(540)%20585-3399
tel:5405854264
tel:(540)%20585-3401
mailto:aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com


 

 

This month I am writing my column while listening to the 

rain as remnants of Laura pass through our area. My 

thoughts and prayers go out to all who faced loss and dev-

astation from Laura’s harsher path. 

August was a little more active for some Club members. On 

August 8th we had a small group for breakfast at Juke Box 

Diner in Manassas. Afterwards we cruised to Bomnin Chev-

rolet for ODCC’s 31st annual All Corvette Cruise In. There 

were about 120 Corvettes, including two C8’s. 

Wet weather postponed the Vettes for Vets show from 

August 15th to the 22nd. Steve Argubright and I repre-

sented ACCC at this show together with about 60-70 other 

Corvettes, including three 2020’s (a red, a white and a 

blue). Frankly, I felt very honored to participate in this 

event hosted by Willing Warriors at the Warrior Retreat 

located in Haymarket. It was organized by Chuck Berge, a 

well known Corvette enthusiast, for the benefit of the Re-

treat.   It’s a beautiful and peaceful 37-acre place where 

recovering warriors and their families can relax and recon-

nect. Willing Warriors provides cost-free stays and pro-

grams that positively impact the recovery process of 

wounded, injured, and ill service members. Since July of 

2015, the Retreat has hosted more than 1,300 warriors and 

their families. I have some information and suggestions for 

ways our ACCC members may be able to help this worthy 

cause. 

See photos of both Corvette shows on other pages in the 

Newsletter.  

Corvettes at Carlisle is this weekend so Gene Kneibert and 

Angie McGee are checking it out for the first time. I hope 

they enjoy their new experience. 

Now that August is fading with Labor Day weekend ap-

proaching, I am looking forward to Fall and our annual pic-

nic on September 13th at Widewater State Park in Staf-

ford. Skip Sizemore sent an email reminder so please re-

spond to him by the 9th. The Club will provide hamburgers 

and hot dogs. If you are attending, please sign up to bring 

something to share. Don’t forget $10 cash for the Park 

entrance fee! 

See additional details or cancellations in our Events Calen-

dar (in right-hand column). Please remember that all events 

are subject to COVID-19 restrictions. 

I hope to see some of you in September. 

Save the wave, 

 

ACCCording to the Vice President & ACC EVENTS 

Joan Yaros 

Joan 
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ACCC Events Calendar - September 

There are no plans for breakfast gatherings at this 

time. If circumstances change, we will add this monthly 

event back into our schedule. Depends on COVID-19 re-

strictions.  

September 5-6 - BCC invitation to interested ACCC 

members to join them for  a Back of the Dragon Cruise 

and overnight stay at General Francis Marion Hotel in 

Marion, VA. If interested, please see Joan for BCC con-

tact and additional details. 

September 13 - 11:00 am - Annual picnic at Widewa-

ter State Park. Club provides hamburgers and hot dogs. 

Members will bring a dish to share. $10 parking fee at 

Park entrance. Please respond to Skip and Marie 

Sizemore by September 9th. 

September 20 - Canceled. BCC/ACCC Cruise to Strat-

ford Hall Wine & Oyster Festival. 

September 26 - Canceled. 12th Annual Battlefield Cor-

vette Club Cruz-In.  

 

Looking Ahead - Mark Your Calendars 

October 2-4 - Queen City Corvette Club’s 9th Annual 

Corvette Show at Hendrick Motorsports in Concord, NC. 

Make reservations at Hampton Inn, 9850 Weddington 

Road Ext., Concord. Call 704-979-5600. See flyer for 

registration and additional information. 

October 15-19 - Canceled. Free State Corvette Week-

end in Ocean City. 

October 20 - 7:30 pm - Monthly meeting at Harbour 

Inn in Aquia. 

November 1 - Canceled. Annual “Thanksgiving” Cruise to 

Hickory Bridge Farm in Orrtanna, PA. 

November 17 - 7:30 pm - Monthly meeting at Harbour 

Inn in Aquia. 

December 5 - Annual Toys for Tots Cruise to Marine 

Corps Museum and lunch at Tun Tavern. Additional infor-

mation expected soon. 

December 6 - Canceled. Christmas Party at Ristorante 

Renato in Fredericksburg. 



 

 

Bud 
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I went to the Museum’s website (corvettemuseum.org) to find some inspiration for this month’s news.  

My usual source is the “events” section, but it’s pretty lean these days, so I looked at the “Resources” 

section and found enough information to fill a dozen columns. Clicking Resources displays a dropdown 

menu with the following subjects: Corvette Information, Library and Archives, Educational Programs, 

Business Members, and Members Only.  The Corvette  Information page has a list of significant mile-

stones from 1953 to now.  If you want more detailed information for any year, like available colors and 

options, production stats, etc., choose Corvette Specifications on the second dropdown.  Other tabs 

here lead to Corvette Racing and the Hall of Fame, both worth a look. 

 

Going back to the first dropdown menu, the Library & Archives tab is where you go to order Window 

Stickers and Build Sheets for almost any VIN No. from 1981 to current production.  They are exact 

reproductions of the ones that came with your car and are laminated for a slight extra charge. You can 

get one on stone, glass, or aluminum, or even a Christmas ornament with your favorite Corvette photo.  

 

Dating back to the late ‘80s, the Museum’s original purpose was to be the NCRS historical repository; 

the Archives Section has a vast collection of DVDs, VHS tapes, books and documents that are available 

for researchers. The access regulations are almost as strict as the Vatican Library, a measure of how 

seriously the Museum takes its responsibility for preserving Corvette history. 

 

That’s just a sample of what there is for you to discover on the website.  Dig in and explore – it’s a good 

way to spend a few hours while you’re social distancing. 

www.corvettemuseum.org 

buddonner@msn.com 

MEMORIAL BRICK FOR ACCC MEMBER TOM DAVIS 

Brick is located in Section 3 O of the walkway  

at the National Corvette Museum 
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The Bowling Green Scene 

By Sandy Thompson 

[NOTE: This article is a “Blast from the Past,” the grand opening of the National Corvette Museum, Septem-

ber 1994.  It was written by, Sandy Thompson, one of our founding members and previous holder of many 

ACCC board positions.  Sandy and her husband were in the inaugural caravan.  Sandy loved her Corvette and 

enjoyed planning Corvette events.   With the 26th NCM celebration in September, I thought this might tickle 

members interest in making a trip to the museum, or just drive down memory lane.      

Al McCloud] 

“The Bowling Green Scene!” 

We had to pack light, as  always, for this monumental, once-in-a-lifetime, awesome, trip.  No amount of words 

or photos can possibly explain how terrific this trip was.  Larry and I have owned our Vette for 22 years and 

we’ve never experienced anything quite like the “Bowling Green Experience.” 

The story begins as we’re cruisin’ south on I-95 and Larry asks if I remembered to pack the ACCC banner, a 

chamois, and our usual assortment of “Route 66” items that always goes along with us to shows and events.  

This includes “R.K.” the armadillo who conveniently stages himself under our front tire to the delight of show

-goers everywhere!  About 20 phone calls later, I arranged a three-way rendezvous so the Manires could bring 

the forgotten stash to us in Richmond Thursday morning.  Only then could I settle down and enjoy the 

Wednesday evening reception hosted by the Corvette Club of Richmond.  About 100 people were in atten-

dance as Bob Clifton kept us entertained.  Door prizes, snacks, and excited talk of the upcoming weekend 

filled the evening.  We were sorry to hear Dave and Lori Dolan were not going on the caravan with us.  We 

spent the night with them and did get in a few games of pool on the Dolan’s new table!  (We made sure the 

Dolans were at the top of our list to bring souvenirs home to! 

After a few hours of sleep, we were up cleaning the TX RTE66 at 4:15 a.m. in last minute preparation for 

meeting our Richmond-based caravan at Dominion Chevrolet.  Dominion had pastries, coffee, and an empty 

parking lot waiting for “Caravan #9.”  We had a problem with a rough-idling engine which was expertly 

traced to a “less-than-Mr. Goodwrench-quality” sparkplug wire by CCR member and Broad Street Auto 

owner, Buddy Harris.  Thanks to the Dominion staff, we were ready to roll with plenty of time to spare.   

CCR member and Henrico County Policeman, Pierre Tremblay, along with four other HC officers, stopped 

Broad Street rush-hour traffic to allow our caravan to get a safe start.  The caravan remained together at least 

two or three minutes after pulling onto I-64!  It was a good drive to Charlottesville, where we waved “good-

bye” to the Dolans and other CCR members who caravanned to that point with us. 

The caravan arrived at every location ahead of schedule.  The caravan route was outlined with stops at 180 

mile increments along the way, which Bob pointed out on Wednesday night, was conveniently, about the same 

distance a certain a certain ACCC “454” could travel on a tank of AMOCO “Gold!”  We decided not to “run 

with the big dogs” on the caravan, holding back a bit, and enjoying the Virginia countryside.  We picked up 

members from Valley ‘Vettes, and the Lynchburg club along the way.   

We left the caravan at Knoxville, not wanting to stop for supper, and arrived in Nashville about an hour ahead 

of Dennis and Cindy Manire and Dave Greer.  Kevin, Beth, Len, Mike and Teresa went straight into Bowling 

Green that night, as Kevin had won a weekend package there from the event organizers.  Dave, Larry and I 

went across the street to the Opryland Hotel where a reception hosted by the Nashville Corvette Club was un-

derway.  More great food, door prizes, a beautiful script “Corvette” ice sculpture, and all-around Corvette fun!  

We met a young man who had flown in from a remote radar site on Kwajalin Island to Orlando, where he 

picked up his ‘Vette to drive to Bowling Green!  We thought this had to be the long-distance attendee until we 

met a caravanner in Bowling Green who had flown in from Korea!  After a hurried tour of the gorgeous Opry-

land Hotel, it was off to bed for another short night. 
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After a 4:45 a.m. wake-up call, another fill-up, and a cold Dr. Pepper, it was off to the Opryland Amusement 

Park parking lot where we were staged according to body style (not to be from the Louisville end of the cara-

van!).  We were delighted to be parked with the other “chrome bumpers,” including Dennis and Cindy.  Our 

friends (and painters!) Carl and Ginger Wade arrived after an all-night drive from North Carolina as we were 

cleaning the car after an early morning rain.  Doug Stone, of country music fame, was there with his ‘Vette.  I 

got my “caravan” shirt autographed as I asked him, “Whose idea was it to hang these ferns?” (Lyrics from one 

of his most popular songs!)  Cindy got a picture made with him and an autograph, also, even though she’s still 

wondering who he is!  He told Larry he’s coming out with a “Greatest Hits” album soon, so we’ll let you bor-

row it, Cindy!  Doug caravanned to Bowling Green and sang the National Anthem at the ribbon-cutting cere-

monies.   

My favorite photo of the day came as I sat in the “Brickyard 400” Corvette which carried eventual race winner 

Jeff Gordon in pre-race ceremonies.  I guess they felt sorry for me after I told them I had misplaced a roll of 

film (with pictures of the “Brickyard” Vettes) taken a month earlier in Indianapolis.  Larry heard they had the 

“Vette Dale Earnhard rode in at the “Brickyard” for sale at a Detroit dealer and he tried to trade his “low mile-

age” wife in for the ‘Vette!  This unsuccessful bartering attempt also caught the ear of a Richmond “Times” 

writer, Bill McElway, and found its way into print!  Bill was seen at all opportune (and some inopportune! 

Chances for a story as he covered the complete trek to and from Bowling Green.  His article in the Richmond 

Times Dispatch is a page and a half long.  Thanks for the great coverage, Bill! 

Finally it was “start your engines” time, and off to Bowling Green we went. . .over 1,000 strong!  The Nash-

ville Police supervised the closing of entrance ramps along our 22-mile-long caravan on I-65, and did a com-

mendable job.  From what we heard all weekend long, Corvettes and their owners did not win any points with 

the nation’s truckers!  There were people crowding every overpass; schools and businesses let out; and lots of 

honking and waving along the way as Tennesseans/Kentuckians showed their appreciation for us.  We thought 

we had a big caravan, until we heard the caravan from Louisville was 45 miles long and had over 2,500 

‘Vettes!  As “Crocodile Dundee” would say, “Now that’s a caravan!”  The Goodyear blimp was in the air co-

ordinating the simultaneous arrival of the two caravans into Bowling Green.  We looked great exiting the inter-

state into Bowling Green.  The rush was just indescribable. 

We arrived at the dedication to hear brief but memorable speeches and the long-awaited ribbon-cutting cere-

mony.  We took pictures of the time capsule as the last of several items was added by the two sons of the 

owner of Mid America Designs.”  They were tasked by their dad to open the capsule at the ceremonies sur-

rounding the 100th anniversary of the Corvette in 2053.  (Larry and I took pictures of each other tossing dirt on 

the capsule “in its resting place” the next day.)  As we’ll be 105 years old when it’s opened, that will, most 

likely, be the last time we see it!   

We opted to wait in the two-hour line for the souvenir shop in lieu of taking the plant tour.  Big mistake!  This 

was our only bad decision of the weekend.  The assembly line was operating Friday producing gorgeous 1995 

Corvettes.  We spent the rest of the day milling around the museum grounds taking lots of pictures.  We found 

and photographed ACCC’s “brick” in the front entryway, along with Northern Virginia’s, Oklahoma City’s, 

Tulsa’s, and numerous others of importance to us.  Dennis and Cindy celebrated their 27th anniversary on this 

special day!  What better place for tow great Corvette enthusiasts to be! 

We did take the plant tour Saturday morning with Dennis and Cindy.  Although the line wasn’t in operation, it 

was still fascinating to see the actual assembly process.  It was interesting to see just how all those pieces come 

together to form such a beautiful piece of machinery.  The Manires got the “scoop” on the ‘97s from a long-

time GM employee.  He claimed to be one of but three people to have actually seen the ’97.  He says it carries 

a combination of styling taken from body styles from the 50s thru the 90s, and the convertible model will actu-

ally have a trunk!  Wait a minute, a trunk????   

The Bowling Green Scene (cont’d) 
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The Bowling Green Scene (cont’d) 

The museum was the real reason for this weekend, and it couldn’t possibly have disappointed anyone!  It is 

beautiful and inspiring, although the outside architecture leaves one a little bit mystified as to its origins.  The 

inside is the real story.  There are displays from the ’53 to prototypes, and most everything in between.  The 

actual Corvette “turning point” letter of 1953 is encased with an accompanying tribute to its author . . . Zora 

Arkus-Duntov.  In this letter, Zora, mor or less, told GM executives “s*** or get off the pot” with the Cor-

vette!  The original ’53 emblem sporting the U.S. flag is there.  It was removed from the model introduced to 

the press just hours before showtime when it was determined the U.S. flag could not be used in this commer-

cial manner.  There is a ’56 displayed in front of a “Mobil” station; a ’62 in a “Route 66” display; ’53 #262 is 

in front of a barber shop under the admiring eyes of a returning Korean War veteran; the likeness of Larry Shi-

noda is in a ’63 split-window couple in a Chevrolet showroom setting; and many “racers” are displayed, in-

cluding Tommy Morrison’s record-setting “Mobil 1” Vette.  The “Mobil 1” spire are of the museum is home 

to displays of various vintage ‘Vettes including a Reynolds Aluminum ‘Vette, the 1,000,000th ‘Vette, a Green-

wood “Daytona,” and a rare ’71 Mulsanne Blue, 454, T-Top.  If you wanted to see a grown woman almost cry, 

you should have seen me upon entering the room and seeing a car almost identical to mine (except for the 

wheel covers and the tail lights!)  All these car are either on loan or permanently donated to the museum.  

They also have a complete display of all promo and “Beam” bottle models. 

The weekend wound down with a “Beach Boys” concert Sunday and Monday.  The stadium was situated 

where the crowd could see a local street, and they went wild every time a ‘Vette drove by!  Before the end of 

the concert, there were mini-caravans of ‘Vettes cruising by to adoration of the thousands of fans. 

Cindy shot a ton of video footage and we took seven rolls of film.  I love our pictures, but look forward to see-

ing everyone else’s. 

Plan a vacation and go see the museum and plant.  It’s a treat to see our own very special place of Americana 

immortalized in this way.  YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED. 

ACCC’S caravanning troupe included Cindy and Dennis Manire, Len Brand, Kevin and Beth Brand (and 

friends Mike and Teresa), Dave Greer, and Larry and Sandy Thompson.   

Also at the weekend’s festivities were a couple of Kentucky’s new citizens. . . past ACCC President Rupe 

Baumgarten and his wife Peg.  They only live about two hours from Bowling Green; now own their own 

graphics business; and, are doing great!  It was goo to see and talk with them. 

Sandy Thompson  
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Below are pictures of Sandy Thompson and her ’71 Mulsanne Blue, 454, T-Top that she was so 

proud of. 

 

RIP Sandy Thompson – You had fun! 

Al McCloud 

ACCC President 

 

The Bowling Green Scene (cont’d) 
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The Corvette That Got Us Back Into the Hobby — Skip and Marie’s 1984  

   By Skip Sizemore 

(The 4th in a series of articles by ACCC members) 

When Pete asked for an article about first Cor-

vettes, I thought, great I can talk about the 1960 I 

acquired in 1967. However, after searching for and 

not finding a picture combined with a fuzzy memory, 

I decided it would be best to talk about the Cor-

vette that got me back into the Corvette hobby. 

One day on a whim, I bought a 1984 Corvette. A 

beautiful medium metallic blue coupe. I know some in 

the Corvette hobby look down their noses at a 1984 

Corvette, but they should not. The 84 Corvette was 

a revelation when it was introduced. It received the 

Motor Trend car of the year award for 1984. It came with huge gatorback tires (unidirectional tire de-

signed for each corner of the car) and handled like a race car. In fact, the car handled so well that a 

racing series was developed specifically for the C4 Corvette.  Handling like a race car means a firm sus-

pension. All 1984 Corvettes have firm suspensions but if you get the optional Z51 it was really, firm. I 

loved it, but most people did not and in the following years, GM softened things up. Even later in the C4 

era thanks to new electronics and suspension development Corvettes have been able to deliver the best 

of both worlds of good handling and compliant ride. 

As beautiful as my 84 was I had to put a lot of time effort and money into making it into the car I 

thought it should be. New tires, exhaust system, brakes, a quick shift bypass transmission kit, K&N air 

filter, performance coil, plug wires and plugs, plus several other wear and tear items were replaced. On 

the interior of the car, several broken plastic pieces were replaced. The early C4 Corvettes were noto-

rious for cheap hard plastic interior parts that would break if you looked at them. However, I never had 

to replace the seat covers. They were in great shape and remained that way. 

After a few years of enjoying the 84 its Achilles heel became 

too much for me. That 205-horsepower engine just was not 

doing it for me and I sold it to my neighbor. He bought it for 

his wife, but apparently didn’t discuss it with her and she sel-

dom drove the car. Anyone that is familiar with C4 Corvettes 

knows to get in and out of one requires that you put it on and 

take it off. That is off putting to a lot of people. I am not 

one of them, but I do understand. 

In closing, I will say that 1984 Corvette was the reason I 

joined the Aquia Creek Corvette Club. I have never regretted 

that move. Lots of great people and good times. 

 

ACCC Members: Let’s hear your story in a future issue—send it to Pete Rutledge. 
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What Did You Do to Your Corvette?? 

(The 1st in a series of articles by ACCC members) 

Rutledge 1957 — I began the process of locating the source of a coolant leak under the radia-

tor of the ‘57.  More in next month’s report. 

Rutledge 1991 — When we bought the car in early ‘19, it had a nice new AC-Delco battery with 

one major detractor—the previous owner left the plastic strap-like carrying handle on it.  This 

month I removed the battery and cut off the handle, resulting in a much nicer and more origi-

nal look. 

Jones 1996 — A couple of weeks ago I found the battery was dead on my 1996. Thanks to 

YouTube I found that I needed to remove my front fender just ahead of the driver’s door.  It 

was not that difficult, three body screws and one bolt only loosened. Photo 1 shows the battery 

location. Photo 2 shows the battery removed.  Photo 3 shows the new battery installed. 

Mendl 2000 —  Nothing earthshaking, but I recently had an issue with Blue Baby (2000). I ap-

parently ran through what appeared to be white line marking paint. It splattered both right 

side wheel wells and some on the side of the car. Fortunately, it did not stick well. Bug & Tar 

remover wasn't effective, but alternating between rubbing compound and Mother's Clay Bar 

cleaned it all up. Quite labor intensive with scores of spots to remove, but it saved paying the 

body shop to do it. 

Hunter 2000 — This is what the pandemic has reduced us to. Projects I have taken on to bide 

my time during this period. First I replaces the front skid bar under the front nose of the C5 

which was damaged when I bought the car. I believe most people that own a C5 has damaged 

the skid bare sometime in their ownership. Next I decided to replace the fuel filter as that 

had not been done since 2005 to my knowledge. While not having any fuel issues but thought 

might be good thing to do. In my researching how to  replace found couple things I did not 

know about. First their are two different fuel filters for C5's, second there is a technique to 

depressurize the system before you start replacement. The filter is attached to the frame 

near the left rear wheel and basically across 

from the transmission. Though a tight space. it 

is workable without removing any other parts 

of the car. You will need an a/c disconnect 

tool, a fairly cheap item, good to have in your 

tool collection anyway, useful in other places.  

[See Terry’s pictures on next page.] 

Argubright 2019 — Here is the hood of my 

2019 Grand Sport with the black stinger 

stripe applied by TINT Plus in Woodbridge. 

Argubright 2019 hood 
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What Did You Do to Your Corvette?? 

(The 1st in a series of articles by ACCC members) 

Hunter 2000 — Continued. 
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On August 8, 2020, ACCC Members Participated in ... 
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ACCC Members Participated in Vettes for Vets August 15, 2020 
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ACCC Members Participated in a Membership Meeting, August 18, 2020 
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On August 29, 2020, ACCC Members Gene Kneibert and Angie McGee  

Attended Corvettes at Carlisle for the First Time (and sent back pix) 
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Coming Up on October 3 — Queen City Corvette Show 

Please mark your calendars. 
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Coming Up on October 3 — Queen City Corvette Show (cont’d) 

Please mark your calendars. 
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CANCELLED: Ocean City Corvette Weekend 2020 

(Was to be on October 16-17, 2020, in Ocean City, MD) 

After much thought and consideration, the Free State Cor-

vette Club Board of Directors has elected to cancel Cor-

vette Weekend 2020. The decision to act in a prudent 

manner for the sake of public safety to ensure the health 

and well being of our membership as well as the attendees 

did not come lightly. There are just too many unknown vari-

ables for our club to proceed with this year's event. 

During these unprecedented times, we optimistically antici-

pate that this pandemic may only compel us to cancel this 

event for the 2020 calendar year. We are looking forward 

to holding Corvette Weekend next year if it is safe to do 

so, and hope to begin the planning process in early 2021! 

From every member of the Free State Corvette Club, we 

wish you all great health and happiness. Take care of your-

selves and each other, and thank you for your support of 

our event. 

 

Craig Steinbock 

President, Free State Corvette Club 
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1993 Nostalgia 

Oscar Winning Pictures: "SCHINDLER'S LIST," "The Fugitive," "In the Name of the Father," "The 

Piano," "The Remains of the Day" 

President/Vice President: Republican, 1989-1993, George H. W. Bush/Dan Quayle 

News Events: 

 A powerful bomb explodes in an underground parking garage beneath the World Trade Center, killing six people.  

 Ruth Bader Ginsburg becomes the second woman on the Supreme Court.  

 Congress passes the Family and Medical Leave Act.  

 The North American Free Trade Agreement is ratified.  

 Yasir Arafat and Yitzchak Rabin sign a peace accord on the White House lawn. 

Corvette entered its fourth decade and to mark 
the occasion a 40th Anniversary edition was of-
fered featuring an exclusive Ruby Red metallic 
exterior and leather sports seats; special wheel 
center trim, and emblems in the same special 
color. 

Aside from the special anniversary edition, 
leather seats in all 1993 Corvettes carried a 
40th Anniversary emblem on the headrest. Be-
yond that, exterior styling was virtually un-
changed from the 1992 model. 

Under the hood, however, changes did take place. The ZR-1 option made the Corvette arguably 
America's most powerful automobile when its engine the LT5, received a power boost from 375 to 
405 horses. Modifications to the cylinder heads and valvetrain; platinum-tipped spark plugs, and 
the exclusive use of synthetic oil were among the upgrade that brought this about. In addition, an 
electrical, linear exhaust gas recirculation system improved emissions control. 

The small block LT1 engine, reintroduced the preceding year, also underwent changes. While its 
rating remained the same at 300 horsepower, the engine was made more quiet.. The heat shield 
was changed from a single-piece stamping to a sandwich-type that was self-damping; magnesium 
covers were replaced with thermoset polyester valve covers, and the camshaft exhaust lobe profile 
was modified to help increase torque. 

The 1993 was General Motors' first product to feature a passive keyless entry (PKE) system. A 
battery-operated transmitter locked and unlocked doors when the driver approached or departed 
the vehicle. 

Front wheels and tires on all basic cars were reduced in size, while rear wheels and tires were 
enlarged. For the special adjustable suspension performance package, front and rear wheels and 
tires sizes were identical. 

1993 witnessed an uptick in production with 15,898 coupes and 5,692 convertibles manufactured. 
Of the 21,590 produced, over 6,700 were 40th Anniversary specials and 448 were ZR-1s. 

Prices increased moderately with the basic coupe up $960 to $34,595; the convertible $1,050 
more at $41,195; the 40th Anniversary package added $1,455 to the sticker price, and the ZR-1 
option remained priced at $31,683. 
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September Birthdays* 

Sep 2 — Margaret McCloud 

Sep 4 — Connie Dingus 

Sep 16 — Beth Thompson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sep 12 — Alice & Roger Austiff 

Sep 19 — Ginelle & Dave Benton 

Sep 19 — Connie & Ron Dingus 

Sep 29 — Elizabeth & Ron Mahaffey 

September Anniversaries* 

*Please Note: If we fail to list your birthday or anniversary, it may be because we don’t have  

your dates in our membership database.  If you would like to see your birthdays/anniversaries 

FOR SALE 

 

 

Send your Corvette-related For Sale ads to the newsletter editor, Pete Rutledge, for 

publication in the next issue. 
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NOTE: See “ACCC Events” on Page 5 for the details on particular events. ACCC Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

Back of the 

Dragon 

Cruise w/

BCC 

6 

Back of the 

Dragon 

Cruise w/

BCC 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13     11AM 

ACCC Pic-

nic @ 

Widewater 

Park 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

September 2020 
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Members can order club jackets embroidered 

with our logo from Heartland Sign Works, 

2072 Jeff Davis Hwy, Stafford Courthouse, 

VA 22554 (open 8:30-5:00, Mon-Fri), phone 

(540) 659-2411. As show in the pictures to the 

left, a large embroidered club logo is on the 

rear; the front would normally have a smaller 

club logo on left chest; other options available 

but might be extra cost. Jackets come in three 

varieties: 

1. Competitor Jackets — nylon outer shell, 

front zipper; sizes XS-6XL, tall sizes LT-

4XLT; $52.65 w/tax 

2. Denim Jackets (shown at left) — stone-

washed indigo denim, button front; sizes XS-

4XL; $54.77 w/tax 

3. Welded Soft Shell Jackets — polyester woven shell bonded to water-resistant film insert 

and polyester microfleece lining, front zipper; sizes XS-4XL; $68.45 w/tax 

 

Contact Heartland Sign Works (address and phone above) to place your order. 

 

QUALITY JACKETS AT GREAT PRICES!! 

ACCC CLUB JACKETS 

https://www.google.com/search?q=heartland+signs+stafford+va&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS862US862&oq=heartland+signs+&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.10393j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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ACCC STORE 

Items For Sale at all Club Events* 

Club 25th Anniversary Coin 

Car Flags: U.S. Flag & ACCC Flags 

Club Decal & Patch 

$2.00 for decal, $3.00 for patch 

ACCC Name Badges 

* Available at Prince William Engraving, 

2608 Dynasty Loop, Woodbridge, VA 

22192.  PH: 703-494-2658.  Badges take 

5-7 days and will cost $12.19 each.  See 

article in the June 2016 newsletter,  ref-

erence same.   

"ACCC, 30 years, 1987-2017"  = 1 hr, 6 minutes 

of music and over 700 photos and memories.  

Shown at the 30th Anniv Picnic.  

Let Al McCloud know if you would like one of 

these keepers. 

Club 30th Anniversary Patch 

$3.00 for patch 

Club 30th Anniversary DVD 

$5.00 

$5.00  $5.00  $5.00  

$10.00  
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