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     I N   T H I S   I S S U E 
 

Next Meeting: 

 

None Until Further Notice 

(Due to Pandemic) 

 

  The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - February 2021 

If you think you might like one of these jigsaw puzzles for free, see page 14 

(thanks to Steve Argubright) 
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Greetings fellow ACCC members.  Moving right along through 2021, we 

have arrived to the month of February.  With the completion of this 

month, a year will have passed since we last gathered for breakfast, 

which turned out to be a double event, breakfast at IHOP and a garage 

day at Pete’s.  (See March 2020 Newsletter.)  Except for the Graves 

Mountain event, I have not been in a restaurant since. 

   

The board had a Zoom meeting in January and it was suggested that 

the club get back to making some donations since we did not spend that 

much money last year.  Two charities were selected, the Brisben Cen-

ter in Fredericksburg and Willing Warriors in Haymarket.  It was 

agreed, by the board, that we would donate $300 to each charity and 

ask the general membership for their vote, which overwhelmingly ap-

proved the suggestion by email vote.  Joan got a few members to-

gether and we delivered the checks and some other items on January 

19th to both charities.  We received a tour of the Willing Warrior’s Re-

treat and it was impressive.  (See photos in this Newsletter)  They will 

be hosting a Corvette Show on July 10th.  I would recommend if you 

attend only one car show this year, make it this one, it’s a good cause. 

  

The governor has extended the 10 person group mandate through the 

end of February, so once again the general membership meeting will be 

cancelled.  The board will again have a Zoom meeting on Friday, Feb 5th.  

If you have any thing you would like us to talk about reference the 

club, please send me or any member of the board your input.  Any deci-

sions needing the general membership’s approval, I will request your 

vote.  

 

Joan has been busy keeping our calendar up-to-date, even though 

events may be cancelled, so check out her column.  It is better to plan 

for them and cancel, than to not have a plan at all.   

 

Hopefully everybody is being aggressive and getting lined up for your 

vaccine.  I saw a cartoon clip of a child asking his mother about the 

vaccination mark on her arm, you all remember those and probably have 

one.  The mother told the child what it was for and the child asked, 

“Why don’t I have one?”  The mother replied, “Because it worked.”  So, 

get your vaccine, let’s make this work.  

  

Until next month, remember, Most Corvettes are Red 

 

 

 

Sunshine Person 

Al & Margaret McCloud  

(until replaced) 

yankeeal@verizon.net Al 

mailto:yankeeal@verizon.net
mailto:jmyaros@gmail.com
mailto:stephfa@comcast.net
mailto:pjrutledge3@verizon.net
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:bugbent@aol.com
mailto:yankeeal@verizon.net


 

 

AQUIA CREEK CORVETTE CLUB 

The purpose of this organization shall be to provide educational needs for those with Corvettes, and 

for the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of all Corvettes. 

NOW IN OUR 35th YEAR 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club (ACCC) was formed in September 1987 by a group of die-hard Corvette 

enthusiasts from Aquia Harbor in Stafford, VA. The name was selected reflecting the Club's geo-

graphic and historical origins in the Old Dominion. Through hard work and commitment, ACCC has en-

joyed constant growth and now boasts 54 members representing nearly 70 Corvettes, from a 1953 to 

2018.  ACCC membership consists primarily of Stafford County residents, but has members from 

Prince William, Fairfax, Fauquier, Spotsylvania, Orange, Culpeper, Loudon, Louisa counties, and two in 

Florida.  Since September 8th, 2014, the ACCC Facebook Group has been limited to ACCC members 

only, except for a few that were already group members. 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/437699356306459/ 

Also Find Us On 

https://acccphotos.shutterfly.com/ 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club is sponsored by 
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3670 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Fredericksburg, VA  22408 

Phone:  

Sales: (540) 585-3399  Parts: (540) 585-4264 

Service: (540) 585-3401 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club 

P.O. Box 986 

Stafford, VA 22553 

Website: www.accclub.org/web 
 Email: aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com 

tel:(540)%20585-3399
tel:5405854264
tel:(540)%20585-3401
mailto:aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com


 

 

Here comes frosty February and we are expecting 

the biggest snowstorm since 2019! February 2nd is 

Groundhog Day which was started in 1887. The 

most famous groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, will 

predict whether or not there will be an early Spring 

or extended Winter. If it is cloudy and Phil does 

not see his shadow, that means an early Spring. If 

it’s sunny and Phil sees his shadow, the scared 

groundhog will scurry back into his burrow for an-

other six weeks of winter. I know Mary Anne is al-

ways excited about this yearly tradition. Come on 

early Spring! 

February 14th is, of course, Valentine’s Day. Unfor-

tunately, we will not be able to gather as a Club to 

celebrate this year. Most of us are on waiting lists 

for vaccines. Hopefully, this will lead all of us in 

the right direction so we can get together as a Club 

and socialize again. 

On January 19th some ACCC members were happy 

to take part in a “charity cruise” to deliver checks 

and some needed supplies to two deserving organi-

zations. Al McCloud presented ACCC’s checks to 

Joe Hargrove at the Brisben Center in Fredericks-

burg and to Chris Wrinkle at the Warrior Retreat 

in Haymarket. Both recipients expressed apprecia-

tion for ACCC’s generous donations to their organi-

zations. We had the opportunity to tour the War-

rior Retreat with Chris Wrinkle and heard some 

heartwarming stories of guests at the Re-

treat. Please check out the photos of our charity 

cruise. 

On July 10th the Warrior Retreat will host their 

2nd Annual Vettes for Vets show. It would be great 

if we could attend and represent ACCC at this 

event. 

Please remember that any future events and/or 

meetings are subject to COVID restrictions. 

Save the wave, 

 

 

ACCCording to the Vice President & ACC EVENTS 

Joan Yaros 

Joan 
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ACCC Events Calendar - February 

There are no plans for breakfast gatherings at this 

time. If circumstances change, we will add this monthly 

event back into our schedule. Depends on COVID-19 

restrictions.  

February 2 - Groundhog Day 

February 14 - Valentine’s Day  

Looking Ahead - Mark Your Calendars 

March 12-15 - Possible St. Patrick’s Weekend in Nags 

Head. 

March 31 - Possible cruise to Claudius-Crozet Blue 

Ridge Tunnel Walking Trail in Nelson County. Either 

lunch out or picnic. Maybe winery stop. Thanks to Marie 

for suggesting this new walking trail. Details later. 

Looking Way Ahead - Mark Your Calendars 

April 4 - Easter 

April 18 - Possible Captain Billy’s Seafood Cruise, sub-

ject to Mike and Bettie Shepherd’s approval of date and 

any restrictions in place. 

April 30-May 2 - First Flight Cruisers OBX Rod & 

Custom Show. 

July 10 - Vettes for Vets Show at Warrior Retreat in 

Haymarket. 

July 18 - Graves Mountain Fried Chicken lunch cruise. 

August 14 - ODCC’s All Corvette Show in Manassas. 

August 20-22 - Corvettes racing at VIR’s Michelin GT 

Challenge IMSA WeatherTech Sportscar Championship. 

August 26-29 - Corvettes at Carlisle. 

September 25 - BCC’s Annual Cruz-In in Fredericks-

burg. 

Sept. 26 - Annual Picnic at Widewater State Park in 

Stafford. 

Oct. 15-18 - Free State’s Corvette Weekend in 

Ocean City. 

Nov. 7 - Hickory Bridge Thanksgiving lunch cruise. 

Date subject to Bud Donner’s approval. 

Dec. 4 - Toys for Tots ACCC and BCC cruise to Marine 

Corps Museum. 

Dec. 5 - Christmas Party. Location TBD and Club’s ap-

proval of date and location. 



 

 

Bud 

  Page 5                         The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - February 2021 

 

Sunday, January 24 – the sun is shining and with a small dose of optimism, the future seems to be look-

ing a bit brighter.  I got my first Covid-19 vaccine last week, Louise gets hers next week. It’s a first 

step and we’ll still be wearing masks for who knows how long, but it’s progress. 

The Museum is taking a few baby steps toward a fuller schedule of events: 

Feb. 13 – “Sweetheart Soiree” dinner to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 

Feb. 14 – “Toast to Love” brunch 

Mar. 30 – Apr. 3 – Sights and Sounds of New Orleans. Sold out but there’s a wait list 

Apr. 22-24 – Michelin NCM Bash 

Apr. 22-23 - Virtual Bash 

Apr. 25-28 – Dragon Run at the Biltmore Estate, Asheville, NC 

 -Info on all these events at www.corvettemuseum.org 

There are currently four raffles: 

Feb. 4 – Red Mist Convertible, probably sold out 

Feb. 25 – Black Coupe - $100, 2,000 tickets available 

Mar. 18 – Silver Flare Convertible - $200, 1,500 tickets 

Apr. 24 – Arctic White Coupe - $20, unlimited tickets 

 -Ticket info under Join & Give on Museum website 

Got Alexa? Say “Alexa play Corvette trivia” and see what happens. (You may have to enable it in your 

Alexa app) 

 

www.corvettemuseum.org 

buddonner@msn.com 
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Please Renew Your ACCC Membership 

ACCC members, if you haven’t yet, please send in your ACCC membership renewal for 

2021. Please send the renewal form (below) to Marie Sizemore, 1125 Virginia Ave. 

Culpeper, VA 22701. Make your check payable to ACCC. 
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What Did You Do to Your Corvette?? 

(The 5th in a series of articles by ACCC members) 

Steve Argubright – 2019 convertible 

Really enjoyed getting out and doing the charity cruise to the Brisben Center and the Willing 

Warrior retreat.  It was a beautiful day!!!  

Jerry Mackling – 1988 coupe 

Replaced the rear main seal, fly wheel, and starter.   

Pete Rutledge – 1991 coupe 

On a beautiful, sunny January morning, I drove to the Michael’s store in Manassas to accept 

curbside delivery of craft supplies for restoring a 100 year old violin case. 

Chris Mendl – 2019 coupe 

Nothing Earthshaking, just mundane. Hooked up a trickle charger and found my C5 cover works 

on the C7. It doesn't fit quite as snug and of course, the front and rear emblems don't match. 

Oh, well, it keeps the dust off. 

Don Radeke – 2016 coupe 

What I did was a disgrace.   I mostly admired my Corvette sitting in my garage.   I did lovingly 

place it on the battery charger.  The main event was driving to Culpepper last Sunday in hopes 

that we would find some sort of life and activity.   We fueled the tank.  Most stores and res-

taurants were closed.   We did stop at the Beerhound Brewery and we enjoyed a beverage, a 

pretzel, and conversation with very nice people .   It was a very nice experience. 

 

 

 

 ACCC & BCC support helped distribute a record number 

of 20.2 million toys to 7.4 million less fortunate children!  
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These are photos of our cruise on January 19th to present ACCC’s 

checks to our two charities: Brisben Center in Fredericksburg and 

Willing Warrior’s Retreat in Haymarket. 

ACCC Members Participated in a Charity Cruise  

January 19, 2021 

Al McCloud and ACCC members presenting donation check to Joe Hargrove of the Brisben Center 

The Brisbane Center 

ACCC Corvettes at a gas station rest stop in Fredericksburg after the Brisbane Center 
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ACCC Members Participated in a Charity Cruise  

January 19, 2021 
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ACCC Members Participated in a Charity Cruise (cont’d) 

ACCC Corvettes parked at the Willing Warriers’ Retreat 

Al McCloud giving ACCC donation check to 

Chris Wrinkle of Willing Warrior’s Retreat 

ACCC members inside the Willing Warrior’s Retreat ACCC members at the Willing Warrior’s Retreat 
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ACCC Members Participated in a Charity Cruise (cont’d) 

A thank you note from the Willing Warriors’ Retreat 
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1998 Nostalgia 

Oscar Winning Pictures: “Shakespeare in Love,” "Elizabeth," "Life is Beautiful" (Best Foreign Lan-

guage Film winner), "Saving Private Ryan," "The Thin Red Line" 

President/Vice President: Democrat, 1993-2001, Bill Clinton/Al Gore 

News Events: 

 President Clinton embarrassed the nation and became the second president in U.S. history to be impeached by U.S. 

House of Representatives for perjury and obstruction of justice.  

 On the morning of Friday, August 7, huge explosions were detonated within minutes of each other outside U.S. embas-

sies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, killing hundreds of people and wounding thousands more.  

 Early in May, 55-year-old former Berkeley math professor Theodore Kaczynski was sentenced to four life terms in 

prison, bringing to an end the saga of the man known as the Unabomber.  

 

As Chevrolet continued its journey through the fifth generation, a classic version of the Corvette was 

re-born.  In 1998, the Corvette was once again offered as both a coupe and a convertible.  The new 

convertible design created a pleasurable ride for its passengers due to its comfort and convenience 

characteristics.  The absence of squeaks and rattles allowed for a quiet setting and the manual top 

required only seconds of the driver's time to raise or lower.  And also, for the first time, a Corvette 

convertible was fitted with a heated glass rear window. 

The new magnesium wheel option for the 1998 Corvette came with a bronze tone that enhanced the 

appearance of the automobile.  Medium Purple Pearl metallic and Light Pewter metallic were the new 

exterior color options while a Light Oak leather interior was offered for the first time.  In addition, 

a monitor notified the owner of the 1998 Corvette when replacement of the engine air filter was rec-

ommended.  The engine coolant used is an extended-life fluid with a replacement interval of five 

years or 150,000 miles.  The recommended oil change interval was extended to 10,000 miles. 

The second year fifth generation Corvette retained the power of the LS1 5.7 liter V-8 engine that 

was added in 1997 to the long list of Chevrolet small block V-8 engines.  Utilizing its 345 horsepower 

and 350 ft/lbs of torque, the Corvette equipped with a six-speed manual transmission could travel at 

a speed up to 175 miles per hour and accelerate from 0 to 60 miles per hour in approximately 4.5 sec-

onds. 

The 1998 Corvette came loaded with a vast array of comfort and convenience features as standard 

equipment with many extras offered as options.  The convertible model sported a spacious trunk for 

extra cargo room.  The measurements of the backside of this year's model matched those of the re-

nowned ZR-1 model, enhancing its confident, performance oriented appearance. This fine automobile 

provided security and convenience right down to the tires.  One accessory, which was featured in 

every 1998 Corvette, was the Extended Mobility Tire (EMT) option.  These tires allowed the driver to 

ride up to 200 miles in the event of lost air pressure, while the vehicle's Low Tire-Pressure Warning 

System alerted the driver.  Along with these impressive aspects of the 1998 Corvette, were standard 

safety features including dual airbags and the three-point safety belt system.  Daytime Running 

Lights also came standard, improving the vehicle’s visibility during daylight hours. 
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February Birthdays* 

Joan Yaros — Feb 2 

Barbara Jett — Feb 5 

Joan Fisk — Feb 8 

Dottie Shadbar — Feb 15 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie & Skip Sizemore — Feb 15 

Beth & Paul Thompson — Feb 16 

 

 

 

 

 

February Anniversaries* 

*Please Note: If we fail to list your birthday or anniversary, it may be because we don’t have  

your dates in our membership database.  If you would like to see your birthdays/anniversaries 

FOR SALE or FREE 

 

 

 

 

Dear Club Members, 

I am parting out my seven 

Wheels jigsaw puzzles.  

Each one is 750 pieces and 

includes themes like old gas 

pumps, gas signs, hot rods, 

and diners.  Two Corvettes 

are featured, and others 

show classic cars in garages 

and other settings.  These 

are excellent puzzles that 

have provided hours of en-

joyment.  The pieces that 

fit really well, the colors are 

stunning, and all are com-

plete in a box with a paper 

poster to assist in assembling.  The best part is that they are FREE!!  Any of them are yours for the 

asking at no charge.  Just drop me a note at stephfa@comcast.net  I will hold for you until delivery can 

be safely arranged.    Steve Argubright 

 

mailto:stephfa@comcast.net
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NOTE: See “ACCC Events” on Page 4 for the details on particular events. ACCC Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

Ground Hog 

Day 

3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 

Valentine’s 

Day 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

February 2021 
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Members can order club jackets embroidered 

with our logo from Heartland Sign Works, 

2072 Jeff Davis Hwy, Stafford Courthouse, 

VA 22554 (open 8:30-5:00, Mon-Fri), phone 

(540) 659-2411. As show in the pictures to the 

left, a large embroidered club logo is on the 

rear; the front would normally have a smaller 

club logo on left chest; other options available 

but might be extra cost. Jackets come in three 

varieties: 

1. Competitor Jackets — nylon outer shell, 

front zipper; sizes XS-6XL, tall sizes LT-

4XLT; $52.65 w/tax 

2. Denim Jackets (shown at left) — stone-

washed indigo denim, button front; sizes XS-

4XL; $54.77 w/tax 

3. Welded Soft Shell Jackets — polyester woven shell bonded to water-resistant film insert 

and polyester microfleece lining, front zipper; sizes XS-4XL; $68.45 w/tax 

 

Contact Heartland Sign Works (address and phone above) to place your order. 

 

QUALITY JACKETS AT GREAT PRICES!! 

ACCC CLUB JACKETS 

NOTE: Heartland Signs is under new management.  I
 

have contacted Jackie and asked her for help in up-

dating this ad.  I expect th
at the updated ad will a

p-

pear in next m
onth’s issue. 

Pete Rutledge, Editor 

https://www.google.com/search?q=heartland+signs+stafford+va&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS862US862&oq=heartland+signs+&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.10393j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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ACCC STORE 

Items For Sale at all Club Events* 

Club 25th Anniversary Coin 

Car Flags: U.S. Flag & ACCC Flags 

Club Decal & Patch 

$2.00 for decal, $3.00 for patch 

ACCC Name Badges 

* Available at Prince William Engraving, 

2608 Dynasty Loop, Woodbridge, VA 

22192.  PH: 703-494-2658.  Badges take 

5-7 days and will cost $12.19 each.  See 

article in the June 2016 newsletter,  ref-

erence same.   

"ACCC, 30 years, 1987-2017"  = 1 hr, 6 minutes 

of music and over 700 photos and memories.  

Shown at the 30th Anniv Picnic.  

Let Al McCloud know if you would like one of 

these keepers. 

Club 30th Anniversary Patch 

$3.00 for patch 

Club 30th Anniversary DVD 

$5.00 

$5.00  $5.00  $5.00  

$10.00  
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