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Steve Argubright’s brand new 2021 Stingray Hartop Convertible 
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ACCC Members attended OBX Rod & Custom Festival, April 30-

May 1, Outer Banks, North Carolina (cont’d) 
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ACCC Members attended OBX Rod & Custom Festival, April 30-

May 1, Outer Banks, North Carolina (cont’d—Skip & Marie photos) 

Studebaker 
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And finally, on the way home from the OBX show, Skip, Marie, 

and Joan stopped at Grave Diggers Monster Truck Headquarters 
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ACCC Members might consider one of these upcoming car shows 
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ACCC Members might consider this show on July 10 in Haymarket 
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ACCC Members might consider this show on August 14 in Manassas 

It’s a well-attended annual club favorite!! 
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ACCC Members might consider this show on Sep 6 in Fairfax 
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ACCC Members might consider this show on Sep 25 at our  

sponsor’s dealership in Fredericksburg 
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ACCC Members should consider this event on September 26 
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What Did You Do to Your Corvette?? 

(Since the last newsletter) 

Dave Jones 1996 Collector Edition 

I got the 1996 Collector Edition out of winter storage.  Planned to take it on a trip so had the 

AC checked, only to find it has multiple leaks and, among other things, needs a new compressor. 

Alas , will not be taking it on the trip and may have a hot summer.  Bummer. 

Steve Argubright 2021 Stingray Convertible 

After waiting three and a half months, last Thursday I took delivery of this 2021 Corvette 

Stingray Convertible with the 2LT package.  It is Shadow Gray Metallic with two tone Sky Cool 

Gray seats.  Included is the Z51 package, Edge Red Calipers and carbon fiber painted outside 

mirrors and spoiler.   I expect to have many happy hours of motoring in it!!  (See picture on 

cover, and notice that Steve is smiling.) 

Gene Kneibert 1996 Collector Edition 

Gene sold this car. 

Gene Kneibert 1990 ZR1 

Gene bought this car.  It has new tires, black exterior and interior, Z51, only 45,000 miles on 

the odometer, and quite an engine!!  Notice that he is smiling in the picture below. 
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ACCC Member Owner/Driver Impressions of the C8 Corvette 

By H. Leo Powell 

There are cars, and there are 

Corvettes.  My preference is the 

Corvette and it has been ever 

since I saw my first one at Toby 

Oldsmobile in the mid-

fifties.  I'm not sure what year 

the car was, probably a ‘54 or 

‘55, but it was white with red in-

terior and I was hooked. I 

wanted one! 

 At that time I'd never heard of 

a car with the motor in the mid-

dle, but by the late sixties, GM was hinting around about a mid-engine Vette in the future.  I 

immediately started dreaming of owning one, but damn, I never dreamed I'd have to wait sixty 

years.  But finally, we have it!  Was it worth the wait?  You bet'cha! 

I still have less than two thousand miles on my 2020 hard top convertible (HTC), so it's still 

new to me, but from the experience of driving it home from the dealership, I could feel the 

difference immediately.  It was a world of difference from my previous Corvettes.   

The first thing I noticed was the dual clutch transmission (DCT).  It really gets the job 

done.  GM's claims of lightning-quick shifts is no exaggeration.  They are instant.  (I haven't 

even played with the paddle shifts yet!)   The handling is beyond my capabilities.  The on- and 

off-ramps all seem a lot straighter than before.  The only two places I have been able to push 

the handling a little is on Joplin Road and 218 which runs from Falmouth to King George.  These 

are fun roads to drive, but extremely dangerous.  The shoulders are deep and ugly.   

I love the smoothness of the ride in all of its settings.  I have the magnetic ride control op-

tion.  At my age, I guess I'm starting to get a little soft.  In some of my earlier Corvettes you 

could run over a dime and tell the date!  This is a smooth riding car.  It pampers you instead of 

brutalizing you.  This car is really fun to drive.  While I'm on this subject, let me add that my 

Z06 has a very nice ride also, but the C8 is better. 

As far as convenience, I miss the opening behind the seats.  Unless you store items, luggage, 

etc., on the passenger seat, you have to place items in one of two storage spaces.  I liked to be 

able to grab things out of the back.  With the C8, you will be going into the storage compart-

ments every time you need something.  They are adequate to store most items, but larger and 

unusually shaped items are a no go!.  Early in my military career, I packed my entire earthly 

fortune in my Vette and drove across country with said items on many occasions.  It would be 
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ACCC Member Owner/Driver Impressions of the C8 Corvette 

(cont’d) 

tough, if not impossible, to do it with the C8 generation.   

The seats are very comfortable and I really like the driving position.  With the top up, visibil-

ity is very good with the rear mounted camera.  I was really surprised.  With the top down, it’s 

even better. I think the vision is better than in the C7 coupe.   

A lot of folks are screaming about the climate control bar on the console, but I find it very 

useful and easy to use.  Getting your cell phone in and out of the carrier on the console water-

fall is another thing.  When I tried to use it, I almost broke a rib! 

Which brings me to entering and exiting the C8.  If you are younger than me, it may not be a 

problem.  BUT!!!  You have to be careful not to scalp yourself getting in and out; especially if 

you've been cruising with the top down.  Again, I'm no spring chicken, but it does hurt!  The 

new convertible top is definitely not canvas.  So be careful!   However, I'm planning on driving 

Corvettes until I have to crawl in and out of them!  I can live with a few knots on my head! 

Finally, I've read that the C8's cabin noise is less than the earlier models.  I disagree!  It's 

not to the point of being annoying, but I feel it louder.  But gosh, what a great sound.  I can 

really live with it.  I remember a old flathead Ford I had years ago and how it would pop and 

crackle when you down shifted and coasted to a light.  You get some of that in the C8.   

Sorry I can't elaborate more on the day to day driving experience, but with the limited mile-

age I've put on the car, I am still making discoveries about it.  As I said above, "Was it worth 

the wait?"  You're damn right is was! 

 

 

H. Leo Powell 

Tickled C8 owner 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leo 
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One of My Favorite Corvettes 

By Val Liles 

I bought my sweet little ’66 roadster in April, 1972, and happily/shamefully (depending on 

viewpoint) put over a quarter of a million miles on it.  Several cross-country trips curtailed 

its “garage ornament” qualifications and provided some pretty extreme road-testing, but 

what great adventures! 

One was in Puerto Rico, where I rented a stall in the base hobby shop, took off everything 

I could by counting and recording wrench revolutions, painted what needed paint and pol-

ished what didn’t, until the engine gleamed.  I fixed up the interior, spiffy’d up the exte-

rior and undercarriage, and, after three months of effort overseen by experts in my Cor-

vette club who refused to touch it, entered it in the Ponce Corvette Show—where I took 

three first-place trophies in spite of active finger-licking by several of my 104 competi-

tors.   

Returning stateside, my mom drove me to Miami to pick up my containerized baby, which 

was surprisingly undamaged after the container was dropped from a little over four 

feet.  The only hiccup was on the drive north, on a dark night near Okeechobee, when the 

bracket holding the wiring harness to the firewall came loose.  My mother suffered a great 

deal of agitation when I “disappeared” (aliens?) and was inordinately impressed when I sim-

ply plugged it back in. 

I have so many great memories with this car, and am happy to be recording a few! 
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2002 Nostalgia 

Oscar Winning Pictures: "CHICAGO," "Gangs of New York," "The Hours," "The Lord of the Rings: The Two 

Towers," "The Pianist" 

President/Vice President: Republicans George W. Bush/Dick Chaney  2001—2008 

The design of the 2002 C5 Corvette remained the same as the previous 5 years.  

Only some details changed.  A new color, Electron Blue Metallic (see next page), 

was added to the exterior color lineup.  The horsepower of the LS6 engine in the 

Z06 was increased from 385 to 405hp.  The rarest option this year was option 

code N73, magnesium wheels; only 114 Corvettes had this option.  The most popu-

lar color was black, with Torch Red in second place.  35, 767 Corvettes were pro-

duced in 2002; the breakdown was as follows: 14,760 coupes; 12,710 convertibles; 

and 8,297 Z06 hardtops. 
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June Birthdays* 

Pete Rutledge — June 19 

Elizabeth Mahaffey — June 28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JoAnne & Sam Hess — June 5 

Sharon & Don Radeke — June 9 

Jan & Pete Rutledge — June 27 

 

 

 

June Anniversaries* 

*Please Note: If we fail to list your birthday or anniversary, it may be because we don’t have  

your dates in our membership database.  If you would like to see your birthdays/anniversaries 

listed in the future, please let Marie Sizemore know just the month and day of your events. 

FOR SALE or FREE 

 

 

 

 

Chris Mendl has 2 items from Blue Baby (2000 C5) that he no longer needs: 

 A set of front Powerstop Track Day competition brake pads.  Used once at 

Dominion Raceway. Taken off the car shortly after as they produce a lot of 

black brake dust. They were very powerful with no fading. Free to good home.  

 Original driver's side headlight motor.  It had to be replaced as part of the 

repairs from the Acadia backing over the hood.  The bolt pattern is a little 

different from the replacement headlight assembly.  Cost of the new motor 

was $490, Chris will take $100 for this.  Roger Howell of BCC says it can be 

reconfigured to work on the passenger side. 
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NOTE: See “ACCC Events” on Page 5 for the details on particular events. ACCC Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 7-9AM 

Cars & Coffee 

Woodbridge 

6 7 8 9 10 11 6-9PM 

Frozen Cus-

tard Cruis-in, 

Bealeton, VA 

12 9:30AM 

Breakfast in 

F’burg 

13  

9AM NVCC 

show @ Alex, 

VA 

10AM show @ 

Potomac Mills 

14 15 7:30PM 

Monthly 

meeting @ 

Aquia 

16 17 18 19 7-9AM 

Cars & Coffee 

Woodbridge 

20 

Father’s Day 

— several 

shows in the 

area 

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

Nat’l Cor-

vette Day 

   

June 2021 
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Members can order club jackets embroidered 

with our logo from Heartland Sign Works, 2072 

Jeff Davis Hwy, Stafford Courthouse, VA 22554 

(open 8:30-5:00, Mon-Fri), phone (540) 659-

2411. As show in the pictures to the left, a large 

embroidered club logo is on the rear; the front 

would normally have a smaller club logo on left 

chest; other options available but might be extra 

cost. Jackets come in three varieties (prices do 

not include tax); 

1. Competitor Jackets — nylon outer shell, 

front zipper; $61.98 up to XL; $63.98 for 2XL; 

$65.98 for 3XL; $67.98 for 4XL; $69.98 for 

5XL; $71.98 for 6XL 

2. Denim Jackets (shown at left) — stone-

washed indigo denim, button front; $69.98 up to XL; $71.98 for 2XL; $73.98 for 3XL; $75.98 

for 4XL. 

3. Welded Soft Shell Jackets — polyester woven shell bonded to water-resistant film insert 

and polyester microfleece lining, front zipper; same pricing as for Denim Jackets, above. 

(ABOVE PRICES WERE UPDATED IN FEB. 2021) 

 

Contact Heartland Sign Works (address and phone above) to place your order. 

 

QUALITY JACKETS AT GREAT PRICES!! 

ACCC CLUB JACKETS 

https://www.google.com/search?q=heartland+signs+stafford+va&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS862US862&oq=heartland+signs+&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l7.10393j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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ACCC STORE 

Items For Sale at all Club Events* 

Club 25th Anniversary Coin 

Car Flags: U.S. Flag & ACCC Flags 

Club Decal & Patch 

$2.00 for decal, $3.00 for patch 

ACCC Name Badges 

* Available at Prince William Engraving, 

2608 Dynasty Loop, Woodbridge, VA 

22192.  PH: 703-494-2658.  Badges take 

5-7 days and will cost $12.19 each.  See 

article in the June 2016 newsletter,  ref-

erence same.   

"ACCC, 30 years, 1987-2017"  = 1 hr, 6 minutes 

of music and over 700 photos and memories.  

Shown at the 30th Anniv Picnic.  

Let Al McCloud know if you would like one of 

these keepers. 

Club 30th Anniversary Patch 

$3.00 for patch 

Club 30th Anniversary DVD 

$5.00 

$5.00  $5.00  $5.00  

$10.00  
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Photo from Corvettes of Buffalo Pr
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