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Next Meeting: October 17 

Start Time: 7:00 pm 

Aquia Harbor 

Stafford, VA 
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Chris & Barbara Mendl’s 2019 C7 

Nice car!  It’s 

for sale, too. See 

ad on p. 21. 



 

 

Al 
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October, my favorite month, is finally here. The heat is finally 

over, and it should be pleasant for a while before winter gets here.  

Good football weather for the northeast, but the southwest is still 

blistering.   

Some fun events are being planned by the VP and  others, so stay 

tuned and hope to see you attend one or more soon.  October 7th 

will be the first one with breakfast at the Juke Box Diner.  I 

heard there may be a Mystery Cruise on October 12th, so mark 

your calendars. 

Sorry about the picnic. It was cancelled for the 10th because of 

heavy rain/wind prediction and again on the 24th for the same.  

Even though we had a pavilion, the road into and around the venue 

gets muddy when it rains.  October would be a bit chilly for a pic-

nic, so we will try again next year.  Paul, please finish those beans. 

I was disappointed in the number of volunteers for the Spotsylva-

nia H.S. homecoming parade.  Out of ACCC’s 49 members and over 

100 BCC members, we ended up with five Corvettes and a Mustang 

from the two clubs. They wanted 13, so the rest of the court 

ended up riding in Jeeps and wagons pulled by tractors.  We can do 

better when asked to do something for the kids!  As Lee Morton 

used to say, “those kids will not hurt your Corvettes.” 

The donations were delivered to SERVE in Stafford and to the 

Brisben Center in Fredericksburg by Steve, Ron, and myself.  They 

were very appreciative.  We stopped on the way back for lunch at 

Rico’s Tacos in Stafford,  just to check it out.  The Sentara Show 

on the 27th had a good turnout.  See the collages in this newslet-

ter.  Thanks, Steve, for coordinating.  We had 7 Corvettes and 8 

members.  The food provided by Sentara was excellent! 

The board election is coming soon.  Some of you may have been 

called already by our nomination committee members, and I hope 

you have stepped up to take a position on the board.  We could use 

some new blood with fresh ideas.  The nominations will be pre-

sented at the October meeting and the election will be in Novem-

ber.  All positions are open.   

Until next month, remember 

Most Corvettes are Red! 
 

 

Al McCloud 

President 

President 

Al McCloud 

yankeeal@verizon.net 

 

Vice President 

Ron Mahaffey 

Ronald.Mahaffey17813@  

verizon.net 

 

Treasurer/

Secretary 

Steve Argubright 

stephfa@comcast.net 

 

Newsletter 

Pete Rutledge 
prutledge3@verizon.net 

 

Membership Gov. 

Chris Mendl 

BlackbirdChris@yahoo.com 

 

Past President 

Skip Sizemore  

bugbent@aol.com 

NCM Ambassador 

Dave Jones 

oneregal@yahoo.com 

2023 ACCC BOARD 

MEMBERS 

Goodwill Ambassador 

Nan Wehmeyer 

nancywehmeyer@ 

comcast.net 

Al 
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ACCC Business Meeting Minutes 

ACCC General Meeting 

Aquia Harbour Club House   

September 19, 2023 

Board Attendees: 

- Al McCloud - President 

- Ron Mahaffey – Vice President  

-   Skip Sizemore – Past President  

-   Chris Mendl – Membership Governor  
- Pete Rutledge - Newsletter Editor 

-   Steve Argubright – Secretary/Treasurer  

 
Members:  

Dave Jones (NCM Ambassador), Marie Sizemore, MaryAnne McGovern, Jan 

Rutledge, Margaret McCloud, BJ Jett Mendl    

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm.  

 

President’s Report.  

--The President made a motion to accept the minutes from the August 15, 

general meeting.  The motion was approved.  

 

--A member suggested that the Bylaw changes as approved and reported in 

the August newsletter required a minor wording change.   

 

The August minutes on Page 2, under Old Business, By-Law Changes, read as 

follows:  "The board-approved Bylaw changes that were emailed to the mem-

bership on July 24 were unanimously approved by the members present."  

 

The member suggested that the word "unanimously" be deleted and replaced 

with "were approved by the majority of the members present."  

 

There was no objection to this suggestion, and for the record a copy of 

these minutes should be attached to the August newsletter if it is ever 

distributed outside the ACCC.  

 

The President then asked for a motion and a second to accept the minutes 

as amended.  Motion was approved and the August minutes were accepted as 

amended.   

 

NCM Ambassador Report. 

For those looking for excitement with full pockets, the following Cor-

vettes are being raffled at the Museum now until April of 2024: 

--2024 Black Coupe - Tickets $100.00 

--2024 Build Your Own Stingray or $80,000.00 - Tickets $250.00 

--2024 Hypersonic Gray Coupe - Tickets $150.00 

--2024 Red Mist HTC, Tickets $20.00   

See the NCM website for further information.   

          (continued next page) 
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ACCC Business Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

Secretary/Treasurer Report.  

--The checking account balance is $X,XXX.XX.  

 

Membership Governor Report.  

--Passed out copies of the updated Membership Application for the coming 

year.  Copies will be emailed to the membership.  Dues must arrive by No-

vember 21st.    

 

--Shannon Harvest Festival (Shannon Airport, October 28, 2023).  Planning 

continues.     

          

Vice President Report.   

--The October breakfast will be held at the Juke Box Diner on Saturday, 

October 7, at 10:00.  An RSVP email will be sent to the membership.   

 

--A possible new place for future breakfasts is "Jimmy the Greeks" on La-

fayette Boulevard in Fredericksburg.  Study continues.    

 

Past President Report.   

--Three ACCC members were at the VIR as Jordan Taylor and Antonio Garcia 

drove their Corvette C8.R to a win in the Michelin GT Challenge.  
  

Newsletter Editor Report.  

--Pictures and stories are always welcome, including Corvette related 

bought and sold stories.    

 

--The Editor regaled the members with a story about his search for a hard-

top for his 1954 Corvette while at the Corvettes at Carlisle weekend. He 

found two, dickered with the owner, and trucked both home for a nicely 

discounted price.   

 
Goodwill Ambassador - Not in attendance.   

 

Old Business.  

--Clearwater Grill Brunch.  Ten members enjoyed brunch on Labor Day Sun-

day, but the service was very poor.   

 

--The Lions Club Labor Day Car Show.  One member participated.   It was 

well attended by the community.     

   

Old Business.  

--Clearwater Grill Brunch.  Ten members enjoyed brunch on Labor Day Sun-

day, but the service was very poor.   

 

--The Lions Club Labor Day Car Show.  One member participated.  It was 

well attended by the community.     

             

          (continued next page) 

 
             
  



 

 

Steve 
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ACCC Business Meeting Minutes (cont’d) 

--Christmas Party (December 17, Alpine Chef, 1:00-4:00pm).  Christmas 

party checks made payable to the ACCC must be received by Marie Sizemore 

no later than November 1, 2023.    

 

New Business.  

--Board members will deliver $250 checks to SERVE and The Brisben Center 

on Thursday, September 21.  Donations were previously approved by the mem-

bership at the July meeting.   

 

--The Sentara Northern Virginia Medical Center Corvette Display is sched-

uled for September 27 from 11:30am-2:00pm. Open to hospital staff and the 

public.  

 

--The 2nd Annual Grace Life Church Car Show (in conjunction with the PWC 

Police Department) will be held in Bristow, Virginia, on October 30, from 

9:00am to 2:00pm.  $25 includes breakfast, tee shirt, and a dash plaque. 

 

--The President asked for two volunteers to form a nomination committee to 

recruit volunteers from the membership to run for the five open positions 

in 2024.  Results to be reported at the October meeting.  Dave Jones and 

Skip Sizemore volunteered.   

 

September birthdays and anniversaries were announced.    

 

Steve Argubright won the 50/50 raffle and donated the proceeds to the 

treasury. 

 

Adjournment:  7:40pm.   

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

 

Steve Argubright,  

Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 
      
       
  



 

 

AQUIA CREEK CORVETTE CLUB 

The purpose of this organization shall be to provide educational needs for those with Corvettes, and 

for the preservation, restoration, and enjoyment of all Corvettes. 

NOW IN OUR 36th YEAR 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club (ACCC) was formed in September 1987 by a group of die-hard Corvette 

enthusiasts from Aquia Harbor in Stafford, VA. The name was selected reflecting the Club's geo-

graphic and historical origins in the Old Dominion. Through hard work and commitment, ACCC has en-

joyed constant growth and now boasts 47 members representing nearly 70 Corvettes, from a 1954 to  

a 2023.  ACCC membership consists primarily of Stafford County residents, but has members from 

Prince William, Fairfax, Fauquier, Spotsylvania, Culpeper, Loudon, Louisa counties, as well as one 

member in North Carolina and two in Florida.  Since September 8th, 2014, the ACCC Facebook Group 

has been limited to ACCC members only, except for a few that were already group members. 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/437699356306459/ 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club is sponsored by 
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11301 PATRIOT HWY, FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22408-4160  

Phone:  

Sales: (540) 585-3399  Parts: (540) 585-4264 

Service: (540) 585-3401 

Aquia Creek Corvette Club 

P.O. Box 986 

Stafford, VA 22553 

Website: www.accclub.org/web 
 Email: aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com 

tel:(540)%20585-3399
tel:5405854264
tel:(540)%20585-3401
mailto:aquiacreekcorvetteclub@yahoo.com
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ACCCording to the Vice President & ACC EVENTS 

Ron Mahaffey 

OLD BUSINESS 

- We held our September monthly breakfast (brunch one-time event) on Sunday, September 

3rd, at the Clearwater Fire Grill in Locust Grove, VA. ACCC members who attended the brunch 

were:  Al and Margaret, Jack and Clara, Skip and Marie, Ron and Elizabeth, Mary Ann, and 

Steve. Breakfast was good but the service was extremely slow. 

- Battlefield Corvette Club held their annual cruise-in on September the 17th at Radley Chev-

rolet.  Participants from ACCC were Steve, Dave, Ron, and Chris came hobbling in.  I counted 

65 Corvettes at the event.  

- Steve has a arranged a car show for the employees at Sentara hospital on September 27, 

from 11:30AM-2PM. 

NEW BUSINESS/UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

- This year’s ACCC picnic was rescheduled once because of the weather and finally cancelled 

due to the weather.  It will take place next year and the theme will be "Hawaii."  

- There have been discussions about a mystery cruise...planning is in the works, with more to 

follow in the next couple of weeks.  Remember it is a mystery; the destination will be known 

when we get there.   

- The 15th Annual Prince William Cruisers Benefit Car Show for Wounded Warriors was previ-

ously scheduled for September 24th, but due to the inclement weather has been rescheduled 

for October 1st at the Occoquan Regional Park at 9751 Ox Rd in Lorton, VA, from 9AM to 

3PM.  Cost for this event is $20. 

- The October breakfast will be held on October 7th (1000 AM) at the Juke Box Diner in Ma-

nassas.  Please notify Ron Mahaffey NLT 30 September if you plan to attend.  This allows Ron 

time to provide the diner a headcount a few days prior to our arrival. 

- Shannon Airport Harvest Festival will take place on October 28th from 10AM-4PM.  Chris 

has been keeping us up to date on this years requirements and meeting place. 

LONG RANGE PLANNING 

- Yes, Christmas will sneak up on us before you know it.  This year’s Christmas Party will take 

place at the Alpine Chef in Fredericksburg, VA, on Sunday, December 17th from 1-4PM.  The 

cost is $35 per member and $48.52 for guests/non-members.  There will be a gift exchange 

and the cost is not to exceed $25.  Please let Marie Sizemore know if you plan to attend and 

send her a check made out to ACCC no later than November 1st. 

Ron 



 

 

A couple of interesting stories in the history of “America’s Sports Car.” 

On October 2, 1948, the village of Watkins Glen, NY, hosted the inaugural Watkins Glen 

Grand Prix, the first major road race in the United States after World War II.  Men and 

their machines raced around a 6.6 mile course through the village streets and winding 

county roads south of Seneca Lake.  The race became an annual event in 1951.  Harley J. 

Earl, known as the “Father of the Corvette,” attended in 1951 to display his GM dream car, 

the LeSabre.  But what impressed him most was the thousands of fans cheering for all the 

European cars.  He later attributed his visit to “The Glen” as the inspiration for designing 

the Corvette, “America’s Sports Car.” 

This September, the NCM returned to the fabled streets of Watkins Glen for the Watkins 

Glen Vintage Weekend, celebrating the early days of racing through the village streets.  

Corvette was the featured marquee for this year’s festival, taking part in the special 

”Showcase of Speed” display of Corvette racing cars.  National Corvette Museum Director 

of Education and Community Outreach, Brian Baker, piloted the Museum’s Mobil 1 Corvette 

Stingray to pace some of the most famous Corvette racecars.  He led a rare opportunity to 

run several laps of the original street circuit in front of 20,000 cheering fans.  Later 

Baker presented a session, ”70 years of popular culture,” which included stories, themes, 

music and advertisements from the NCM’s latest exhibit, “An American Love Affair: 70 

Years of Corvette.”  On the NCM website corvettemuseum.org, you can view a 22 minute 

video tour of Baker’s run around the racecourse. 

In 1978, Corvette’s 25th anniversary, a Corvette paced the Indianapolis 500 for the first 

time. To celebrate this event, GM designed a limited edition pace car replica for public 

sale.  As with the original, the replicas sported two-tone black and silver paint scheme with 

a red pinstripe.  Also included were special front and rear spoilers, removable roof panels 

and a set of racing decals that the owners could apply themselves.  These decals included 

stylized ”Official Pace Car” text, coupled with the name and date of the race that ap-

peared on the original. 

Demand was so high that GM offered it as a Regular Production Option for the Corvette, 

intending to make only 300 in honor of Corvette’s first year of production.  But, thinking 

they could become a promotional windfall, GM decided to build enough so that every Chev-

rolet dealership could display one. This raised the final number of replica pace cars to 

6,502.  They became collectors’ item almost instantly. 

          (Continued on next page) 
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The pace car replica in the Museum’s collection has its own unique history, being once 

owned by baseball legend Reggie Jackson.  During his 21-year career in Major League Base-

ball, playing right field, Jackson won the World Series five times, hit 563 home runs, and 

was named to 14 All-Star teams.  As Corvette celebrated its anniversary in 1978, Jackson 

had a big year of his own.  He helped to rally his team, the New York Yankees, late in the 

season to win a third straight American League pennant, advancing to the World Series, 

where Jackson’s 7th inning home run helped in a 7-2 win.  It would be his fifth and final 

World Series victory in his career. 
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www.corvettemuseum.org 

www.corvettestore.com 

Dave 
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As we all know, Willing Warriors in Haymarket, VA, is a great 

cause.  We attend their Vettes for Vets Corvette Show every 

year.  There is a way we can help them on a continuing basis.  

They have recurring needs for the following: 

 Cases of Bottled Water to keep in the garage refrigerator for vol-

unteers who are working and Warrior families when they play outside 

or go off-site.   

 Tall Kitchen Trash Bags 

 Dawn Dish Soap 

 Paper Towels 

 Septic Safe Toilet Paper 

 Gallon and Quart size freezer zip lock baggies 

 Pledge  

 Snack bars such as Nature Valley Granola bars 

 

If you bring any of the above items to any ACCC meeting, ACCC 

Associate member Mary Anne McGovern has volunteered to get 

them to Willing Warriers.  Thank you Mary Anne. 

 
 

Willing Warriers — Continuing Needs 

How ACCC Members Can Help 
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The Clifton Lions Club and the City of Fairfax sponsored their annual open car 

show on Labor Day in historic Fairfax, Virginia.  According to the planners there 

were about 300 preregistered cars of all makes, years, and models.  I was fortu-

nate to park next to a pristine and completely restored 1962 Corvette converti-

ble, which drew a lot of attention.  The day drew lots of families and it was very 

well organized.  Oh yes, by the way, it was HOT!! 

 

Lions Club Car Show 

Sep 4, 2023, in Fairfax, VA 

Steve 
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More Pictures from the Sentara Car Display 



 

 
  Page 15                       The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - October 2023 
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What Did You Do to Your Corvette? 

Dave Jones — from 1996 Collector Edition to 2006 C6 

I have been wanting to update from my 

C4, a 1996 Collector Edition, to a C6 

for some time.  As a first order of 

business I wanted to sell my 2005 

GTO, which I accomplished in August.  

I then began looking around for a C6, 

which I happened upon a couple of 

weeks ago locally.  I took my C4 and 

left it with the dealer to appraise while 

I test drove the 2006 C6.  It had what 

I wanted, i.e., the 400 hp engine (which 

was what was in my GTO), manual trans-

mission, and navigation.  The one I found had all this in a 3LT plus a Z51 package.  I was 

disappointed, but not surprised, that 

their trade offer was low.  Also, during 

their inspection they noted that one 

headlight on my C4 was not functioning 

properly.  After much consideration I 

decided to make them a cash offer for 

the C6, which they accepted.  So on 

September 21, I picked up my new Mon-

terey Red C6 Corvette.  As for the C4, 

I have repaired the headlight and will 

be putting it in next month’s newsletter.   

 

Pete Rutledge — 1954 Corvette 

At the August ACCC meeting I told the members that I loved Corvettes at Carlisle and 

looked forward to it all year long.  Well, this year was no different.  And, as usual I 

prepared a shopping list of parts we would look for at the event — we usually spend, by 

far, most of the day in the vendor area hunting for parts.  One part high on my wish list 

was a Plasticon fiberglass hardtop for our ‘54 Corvette (Chevrolet did not make hard-

tops for the ‘53-55 Corvettes, so the only hardtops available almost 70 years ago  

          (continued next page) 
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What Did You Do to Your Corvette? 

were from a handful of aftermarket companies that no longer exist, of which Plasticon 

was one).  I had seen one at Carlisle some years ago, but had passed it by without a 

closer look; I regretted that ever since.  While a Plasticon top was on our list, I 

thought the likelihood of actually finding one was very low.  So Jan and I drove 2-1/2 

hours from Woodbridge to Carlisle to attend the event.  It was a hot day.  After enter-

ing the event we began walking down the first row of vendors and noticed that there 

were quite a few hardtops for sale, but they were factory hardtops for later model 

Corvettes.  Even so, it might be a good sign.  Well, would you believe that about half way 

down that first row, there in the distance we spotted two Plasticon hardtops, one right 

next to the other.  So we stopped and looked.  One was missing its back window and 

window gasket and the fiberglass was broken below the window opening, but it had its 

aluminum rain gutters and, sitting on top of it, was a pair of new old stock (NOS) Plasti-

con badges for the sides of the hardtop; this top was labeled $250.  The other top had 

its rear window and gasket but was missing its rain gutters and badges; it was marked 

$350.  Both tops would need paint , headliner, and weatherstrips.  The vendor was not 

present but his friends were and they said he did not want to take these tops back 

home, so he would probably give us a good deal.  They gave us his cell phone number.  I 

called him and expressed interested in buying one of his tops.  He said he was hoping to 

sell both tops to the same person so they could make one good top from them.  I said, 

“so that would be $250 plus $350 or $600 total.”  He asked what I wanted to do, im-

plying that he might make a deal.  I said “I’m not sure, but we will take another look at 

the tops.”  So Jan and I walked back to the tops to take another look.  His friends said 

that the vendor would probably sell both tops for $250 total.  So we called him back 

and said “We took another look and your friends said you might sell us both tops for 

$250 total.”   He said, “Maybe I need new friends!”  He then added, “But I will 

honor the deal they offered you.”  Well, that was exciting.  We went back, met 

the vendor, a lawyer from Ohio, paid him $250 and he and his friends helped load 

the two tops into the bed of our pickup truck.   

As hot and humid as the day was, we decided that we had more than accom-

plished our mission and headed for home, feeling good (except for the effects of 

the heat), and stopping at our favorite Pizza restaurant in Frederick on the way.   

Since returning home with the tops, I’ve been working on them (minor fiberglass 

repairs and moving the rain gutters from the bad top to the good top) and doing 

research.  Neither top had the latches needed to attach them to the car    

            (continued) 
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What Did You Do to Your Corvette? 

Pete Rutledge — 1954 Corvette (continued) 

(although they did have the brackets to which the latches attach).  I was able to 

determine that the front latches would be the same as those used on the front 

of the ‘53-55 soft top and was able to acquire a pair on eBay.  The rear of the 

top is secured to the car at the sides just aft of the doors, but I’m not sure yet 

exactly what latches are needed there—I think it will be another pair of soft top 

front latches, but I’m continuing my research to verify this and determine ex-

actly how to attach them. 

In the last few days, Jan and I set the good top on the ‘54 for test fitting (see 

below).  I love the look.  And I was able to determine that the front latches will 

work as expected.  More work will be required: rear/side latches, paint, head-

liner, and weatherstripping, but we’re having fun. 
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October Birthdays 

 

 

None that we know of 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret & Al McCloud — Oct 6 

Barbara & Chris Mendl — Oct 24 

October Anniversaries* 

Please Note: If we fail to list your birthday or anniversary, it may be because we don’t have  

your dates in our membership database.  If you would like to see your birthdays/anniversaries 

listed in the future, please let Marie Sizemore know just the month and day of your events. 

FOR SALE or FREE 

2019 C7 Corvette: 1LT, 10,5K miles, Elkhart Lake Blue, black interior, 2 owner 

car, 7 speed, selling due to clutch leg injury, $53K firm.  Call Chris @ 540-371-

3102 (no text—this is a land line) (see photo on cover of this newsletter) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send any Corvette-related for sale or free item listings to the 

newsletter editor for publication in the next issue. 



 

 
 Page 22                         The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - October 2023 

NOTE: See “ACCC Events” on Page 5 for the details on particular events.   ACCC club events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Pr Wm 

Cruisers 

show for 

Wounded 

Warriors, 

Lorton 

2 3 4 5 6 7   ACCC 

breakfast @ 

Juke Box 

Diner, Ma-

nassas 

8 9 10 11 12   ACCC 

Mystery 

Cruise 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28  Shannon 

Airport Har-

vest Festi-

val, F’burg 

29 30 31     

October 2023 
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Members can order club jackets embroidered 

with our logo by Heartland Sign Works, 2072 

Jeff Davis Hwy, Stafford Courthouse, VA 

22554 (open 8:30-5:00, Mon-Fri). As show in 

the pictures to the left, a large embroidered 

club logo is on the rear; the front would nor-

mally have a smaller club logo on left chest; 

other options available but might be extra 

cost. Jackets come in three varieties (prices 

do not include tax): 

1. Competitor Jackets — nylon outer shell, 

front zipper; $61.98 up to XL; $63.98 for 2XL; 

$65.98 for 3XL; $67.98 for 4XL; $69.98 for 

5XL; $71.98 for 6XL. 

2. Denim Jackets (shown at left) — stone-

washed indigo denim, button front; $69.98 up 

to XL; $71.98 for 2XL; $73.98 for 3XL; $75.98 for 4XL. 

3. Welded Soft Shell Jackets — polyester woven shell bonded to water-resistant film insert 

and polyester microfleece lining, front zipper; same pricing as denim jackets, above. 

(ABOVE PRICES WERE UPDATED IN FEB. 2021) 

 

Contact Heartland Sign Works (address and phone above) to place your order. 

 

QUALITY JACKETS AT GREAT PRICES!! 

ACCC CLUB JACKETS 



 

 
 Page 24                         The ACCCelerator - Aquia Creek Corvette Club Newsletter - October 2023 

ACCC STORE 

Items For Sale at all Club Events* 

ACCC Name Badges 

* Available at Prince William Engraving, 2608 

Dynasty Loop, Woodbridge, VA 22192.  PH: 

703-494-2658.  Badges take 5-7 days and 

will cost $12.19 each (when we last checked).     

American Flags: $7.00 ea. 

Club Flags: $16.00 ea. 

Patches: $5.00 ea. 

Decals/Stickers: $3.00 ea. 
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Chris Mendl 

203 Northview Dr. 

Falmouth, VA 22405 

 


